
gratitude, social intelligence,     
self-control, perseverance,                
curiosity, and enthusiasm. None 
of these has much to do with 
how much money a school             

receives from the government. 

So, if we are going to make              
funding a major topic of               
conversation when it comes to 
improving results, we equally 
have to bring into the              
conversation lessening the         
workload of teachers, giving 
teachers time for professional 
development, asking the purpose 
of assessments like NAPLAN, 
and questioning how we can 
actually improve student learn-

ing. 

Money talks, but when it comes 
to getting better at literacy and 
numeracy, hard work and good 

teaching talks louder. 

With the Federal budget         
released last week, one of the 
big talking points was funding for 
education, or Gonski 2.0 as it 

has been named. 

As with most announcements 
with regards to education      
funding, it was followed by a lot 
of media releases, a lot of      
speculation, and a lot of numbers 
being thrown around. Within the 
past week I have heard that 
Catholic schools will receive less 
money, that Tasmanian Catholic 
schools will receive more money, 
and that Tasmanian Government 
schools will receive less funding 
than they would have  if the    
original Gonski funding was still 
in place. All of this for a bill that 
hasnôt even passed through   

Parliament yet. 

I have decided that the wisest 
thing for me to do is to ignore it 
all  and wait to see what       
eventuates.  While  funding for 
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òThe amount of    

money we spend on 

education is          

important,  but not 

nearly as important as 

how the money is 

spent.ó  

- Bob Riley 

Calendar 
Tuesday 16th May -   6.30pm in the Primary - Sacramental Program Information Session 
Wednesday 17th May -  9.00-10.30am Playgroup at Star 
   Yr 9/10 Sport Commences 
Thursday 18th May -  K-6 Assembly @ 2.15pm 
Friday 19th May -  Walk Safe to School Day 
 
Advance Notice: Kinder  Information Evening  Tuesday May 23rd ñ see page 3  for details 

 

 

schools is obviously an        
important thing, we have     
unfortunately been fed the line 
over the last few decades that 
the higher the funding, the 
more chance of success     
students in schools will have.  
If this was true, then schools 
with high funding and/or high 
fees would have many of its 
students achieving at high 
levels. But we donôt have to 
look too far to see that this is 
obviously not true.  If all 
schools are going to do is to 
use extra funding to create 
extra-curricular activities like 
underwater basket weaving, 
we probably canôt expect to 
see much improvement in   

student results. 

I spoke to the secondary     
students at assembly on    
Friday about the 7 character 
strengths that lead to             

academic success - optimism,          

 

Mr Richard Chapman 
Principal 
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Lifeõs Greatest Blessing 

This week is National Families Week. It is time to celebrate with family, make contact with   
extended family and share in the joy of family activities. It is also a time to celebrate the   

meaning of family and make the most of family life.  

Pope Francis reminded us that: óThe Lordôs presence dwells in real and concrete families, with 
all their daily troubles and struggles, joys and hopes. Living in a family makes it hard for us to 
feign or lie; we cannot hide behind a mask. If that authenticity is inspired by love, then the Lord 
reigns there, with his joy and his peace. The spirituality of family love is made up of thousands 
of small but real gestures. It is in that variety of gifts and encounters God has his dwelling 

place.ô  

He also tells us that ófamilies are not a problem; they are first and foremost an opportunityô.  
With all this in mind, let us celebrate family in all its diversity, as it is the basic cell in our      

society. 

 
May Godôs blessings be with you 

May love and joy shine upon your family 
May peace and gratitude be a daily expression of your lives 

 

òSACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR CATHOLIC STUDENTS IN YEAR 3 OR ABOVEó 

 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Parish is holding a parent/child information session on  

Tuesday 16th May beginning at 6.30pm in the Primary area of Star of the Sea Catholic College, 

for students who are interesting in participating in the Sacramental Program this year. 

We will be celebrating the Sacraments of Reconciliation on 20th June, Confirmation on 21st         
October and First Eucharist on 29th October and we invite you to attend the above session for 

more information. 

 

Please also feel welcome to attend if you would like to find out about Baptism or becoming a     

Catholic, for anyone in your family. 

If you have any questions before the information session please feel free to contact Mrs Nora 

Wood on 0402 113546 



 

Catholic Education Tasmania Strategic Priorities 

Catholic Education Tasmania (CET)  is currently working through a process to develop its Strategic Priorities for 2018
-2020. It is inviting parents to contribute to this process by taking part in an online survey. This survey can be        
accessed through the CET website (www.catholic.tas.edu.au) and all parents are invited to contribute. The survey 
closes May 21st. 
 

School Photos 
This year our School Photos will be held on Tuesday June 20.  Personalised envelopes will go home with every      
student tomorrow,  each envelope has a unique code specifically for your child/ren.  Please  read the envelope for all   
payment and ordering online details.   Envelopes should be returned to school by Friday 16th June.  If you are paying 
cash please ensure that you have the correct money enclosed as we are unable to change money at the College.  
Family envelopes are available from the office. 
 

  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.catholic.tas.edu.au


Year 4/5 Wellness  

Year 4/5 are practicing wellness and mindfulness through practicing their breathing, 
so as to relieve tension and be able to properly relax and also through colouring at 

various times throughout the day.  

Thank you Marijka for coming in to help us better understand how we can make our 

bodies work the very best for us. 

 

t.{ CƻŎǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ²ŜŜƪ ƛǎΧΦΦ  
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 NHSSA Winter Sport 

This week (Wednesday 17th) the 9/10 NHSSA Winter Sport roster will commence, with the 7/8 roster to commence 
next Thursday (25th May).  
Our 9/10 Soccer team will take on Exeter High School at Windsor Park, Riverside and our Netball side will take on 
Exeter High School at Exeter.  
Just a reminder that all students playing soccer will need football boots and shin pads. Shin pads can be provided by 
the school and we also recommend mouth guards which can be purchased from Mr. Cook for $2.  

 



 

 
 
 

 
 

                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last  

Thursday  

was  

all about  

 our  

Mums.  

 


