
education is not just about   

learning something in class, but 

it is entwined with a personal 

relationship with the teacher and 

the other students (otherwise 

known as Pastoral Care). 
 

So, somewhere in Australia, that 

Government vs non-Government 

argument is still going on, and 

the crickets are chirping in the 

background. Because in todayôs 

world where people are         

recognising the value of all forms 

of education, the final thing we 

can celebrate is that less and 

less people are listening to that 

argument. 

Somewhere in Australia, people 

are still arguing about             

Government vs non-Government 

schools. 

And for all the years these     

arguments have been going on, 

they have not managed to     

contribute to student outcomes a 

single bit. Instead, all that they 

have led to is people on both 

sides of the argument becoming 

very defensive about the schools 

that they serve, which is all very 

sad. 
 

This week is Catholic Education 

Week, which is a chance to    

celebrate the contribution      

Catholic schools have made and 

continue to make towards      

education in Australia and       

especially Tasmania. But what 

are we celebrating? 

We celebrate the choice that 

Catholic Education provides; a 

choice built upon the idea that 

education should not be just 

about the ñthree Rs,ò but 

should also draw upon the 

values of the Gospel. We   

celebrate the recognition that 

we live in a country where one 

size doesnôt fit all when it 

comes to education, rather 

that different students will 

flourish in   different learning 

environments. We celebrate 

the  commitment of educators, 

both lay and religious, past 

and present, who have toiled 

and struggled and continue to 

struggle under very difficult 

conditions, to make Catholic 

schools a reality.  

And we celebrate the idea that 
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 Principal,                        

 Mr Richard Chapman 

Monday 15th - 19th August - Year 10 Work Experience 
Wednesday 17th August -  Catholic Education Week Mass &  
    TCEC Awards 
    Parents & Friends Meeting 9:00am 
Thursday 18th August  -  PrepðYear 2  Tree Planting Day 
 
Every Tuesday  
Playgroup at the Hub 11.00am-12.30pm  &  Primary Assembly  2.15pm 

òLet us thank all 

those who teach 

in Catholic 

schools. 

Educating is an 

act of love; it is 

like giving life.ó  

 

- Pope Francis 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Religious Education and Faith Development 
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Compassion 

GRATITUDE 

ñIf the only prayer you say in your life is óthank you,ô  

that would suffice.ò  

ï Meister Eckhart 

Gratitude is an essential part of our attitude. It is about thankfulness, counting blessings, 

enjoying some of the simple things in life and acknowledging everything we have received, 

no matter how small. If we do this, we focus on what really matters in our lives and let go of 

the things that hold us back from truly appreciating the life we have.  

Gratitude not only helps us to never take life for granted, but itôs actually good for you.      

Research shows gratitude makes you happier and more resilient, strengthens your          

relationships, improves your health and reduces stress.  

We donôt come into the world hardwired to be appreciative. We learn this over time. So it is 

important that we teach our children to appreciate all the good things in their lives. We want 

them to grow up not being self centred and we want them to be happy. 

If we want to improve our world we need to work from inside our own hearts and then      

outwards. Nano Nagle, who faced difficulties and challenges setting up schools in an        

environment hostile towards the education of the poor, always did everything with a joyful 

heart. Such joyfulness could only flow from her gratitude and awe for the mystery of life and 

the trust she had in God. 

 Winter always seems long and bleak and we rarely reflect on its positives. Challenge     

yourself this week to name the things of this season which warm your heart  and give you 

reason to rejoice.  

 

 

 

Mrs Rose Briscoe AP/RE 

Dear Lord,  
As I thank you for the gift of life,  
I also thank you for the gift of 
wonderful people I have met 
along this journey.  
For the people who inspire me,  
Stretch me,  
Challenge me,  
 Love me,  
and encourage me,  
I give thanks.  
 
Amen  



Primary Stars  
Olympics Across the School 

To celebrate the Olympics, secondary students joined with primary students to help with co-operative 
activities for their Olympic country. Activities included making masks, flags, streamers and medals 
and a great time was had by all - including Max!  

 Secondary Stars 
The Year 10ôs, accompanied by Mr Cook, Mrs Tame and Mr Goodall  travelled to Melbourne to        
experience new sights and experiences.  On the first day there was travel, ice skating, food, Jurassic 
World  exhibition, Melbourne Eye, more food and eventually sleep.  The second day there was food, a 
tour of Melbourne University, IMAX 3D movies, food, MCG tour, shopping and more food.  The third 
day was travel and home for some rest. 

 



NAPLAN 

This year's NAPLAN results for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 have been posted and should arrive in the next couple of 
days. An explanatory sheet is with the results.   As NAPLAN is an assessment which is set and marked      
outside of the College, our ability to give feedback on it is limited.   However, as always, should you have any 
concerns about your son or daughter's progress, please do not hesitate to contact the teachers. 
 

Year 10 Work Placements 

This week sees our Year 10ôs away from the College participating in work placement opportunities.  We thank 
Mrs Rachel Hills for all of her hard work in organising these. 
 

 

Parents & Friends 
Next meeting will be tomorrow, Wednesday August 17 @ 9.00am.  We are always looking for more helpers 
and with many exciting things happening this term we are always grateful for more hands. 

 

Celebrating the Olympics  
Over the past week, our students have been getting into the spirit of the 
Olympics. Our Primary classes have each been given a country to celebrate 
and investigate and our Secondary students have twice come across to the 
Primary classes to help the students. It has been a great chance to build 
community within the  College. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Science Expo 
The George Town Science Expo will be held       
tomorrow (Wednesday) at the George Town        
Memorial Hall. 
Our Year 6ôs will attend in the afternoon to display 
some of the robotics work they have done with UTAS 
while some of our secondary students will help to run 
a design competition. If you have a chance, go along 
tomorrow for a very interesting time! 
 

RSPCA Fundraiser   
Over the past two weeks our students have been donating food and pet toys to the RSPCA, whilst last Friday 
four of our Year 6 girls organised the making and selling of LOTS of        
cupcakes as a fundraiser for the RSPCA. Everyone did a great job, with the 
girls managing 
to raise $280. 
 

 

 



Facebook  
Like us on Facebook! The College now uses its Facebook page to not only let people know of any       
notices, but also to keep people up to date with what is happening around the College. And watch out for 
special From the Archives posts! 
 

Our Facebook page is used to celebrate the great things our students (past and present) get involved in, 
and isnôt really set up for feedback or issue raising. That is always best done by contacting the  College 
directly so we can get a full story about what the issue is and can act on it appropriately.  Mr Chapman is 
always happy to address any issues that arise é as long as he knows about them!  
 

Staffing News 
We keep Mr Joe Stepsys in our thoughts and prayers as he overcomes an injury. We will have further 
news about Mr Stepsysô replacement in the coming week. 
 

Enrolments for 2017 
Star of the Sea Catholic College is now happy to accept enrolments for 2017 into all year levels, but    
particularly Kinder and Year 7. If you have a child you would like to enrol in the College for 2017, or know 
someone who does, please feel free to call in to the main office and pick up an enrolment form. 
 

 Little Stars  
Next term sees the beginning of our Little Stars Kinder orientation program, which will take place on 
Wednesdays at the College. This program is designed for students who are enrolled, or intending to enrol, 
in Kinder next year at Star of the Sea. For more information and to pick up an application form for Little 
Stars, please contact the College office. 

  

Catholic Education Week and Congratulations 
This Wednesday our Grade 5s and 6s will travel to Launceston to participate in the Catholic Education 
Week Mass for Northern schools, to be celebrated by Archbishop Julian Porteous. They will take along 
with them some non-perishable food items collected by Mini Vinnies as a symbol of mercy ï the theme of 
the Mass. 
 

And a HUGE congratulations must go to Mrs Sandy Siebert  who, on Wednesday, will be awarded with a 
Tasmanian Catholic Education Commission award for Outstanding Contribution as a Friend in Catholic 
Schools. Over many years Mrs Siebert has contributed to the College as a student, parent, member of 
Parent and Friends, as well as managing the canteen and uniform shop. A very deserving recipient of this 
award. 
 

 Mr Chapmanõs Mercy Challenge 
With the Year of Mercy over half-way through, Mr Chapman has         
challenged the Primary campus (students and staff) to take the challenge 
of performing an act of mercy every week. In the Catholic Church there 
are 14 works of mercy - 7 corporal works and 7 spiritual works.  
Corporal works of mercy: help people with their material and physical 
needs.  
Spiritual acts of mercy: help people with their emotional and spiritual 
needs. 
This weekõs challenge: Give advice to those who need it. 
 
 


