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Newsletter 
From the Principal 

Perhaps COVID-19 will give us 
the chance to finally break down 
a few walls which we have built 
up over the past decades.       
Maybe it will enable us to      
remove a few obstacles which, 
most of the time, we put in our 
own paths. 
 

Quite often we think that things 
are too hard to change. We may 
recognise the problem, we may 
even recognise the solution, but 
fear of putting that solution in 
place can cause us to do the 
same thing time and time again. 
It sometimes requires an outside 
force to impel us to change. An 
example of this for many of our 
staff was improving their IT skills. 
It was one of those things that 
was always placed upon the 
backburner, until COVID-19 and 
Learning at Home forced us to 
learn new ways of doing things. 
 

For others, the obstacles that we 
place in front of ourselves that 
prevent us from communicating 
regularly with family may have 
been removed. The isolation that 
we have experienced has 
caused many WhatsApp groups 
to start up, or FaceTime to be 
used for the first time, or even 
Zoom family catch-ups. 

 

I was told recently that there is 
no flu in Tasmania at the        
moment. The responses that 
were put in place for COVID-19 
have also eradicated (so it 
seems) this year’s strain of the 
flu. 
 

The thing is, we could have done 
all of these things before COVID-
19. The technology hasn’t 
changed in the last 6 months. 
But we often use different      
excuses to not remove the     
obstac les,  l i ke  t ime or             
importance. 
 

Most of us do not like to change. 
Change can be scary, it can be 
uncomfortable, and it can be 
downright hard. But also we 
don’t often reflect enough on our 
lives to recognise where change 
is needed. Things move fast and 
we don’t give ourselves the 
chance to sit and contemplate 
our lives. When we do we are 
accused of “sitting around and 
doing nothing”! But the more we 
get into habits of contemplation, 
the more chance we have to 
recognise where change is 
needed - in our workplaces, in 
our society, in our own lives. 
 

Instead, we make quick          
decisions hoping for a quick-fix. 
We know in our gut that there 
are deeper problems, but we 
make superficial changes and 
hope beyond hope that it brings 
about the desired result. But, as 
Albert Einstein apparently said, 
we don’t solve problems with the 
same thinking that created them. 
We need to change our thinking, 
and the only way we can do this 
is to get into a habit of            
contemplation which allows us to 
really see what is going on, and 
then act appropriately. 
 

Within the Star of the Sea      
Catholic community it is         
important that we instil in        
ourselves and our students a 
chance to contemplate, to      
recognise change is hard but 
that what is harder is not     
changing. If we want our children 
to lead the world in the future 
then they need to look beyond 
the small picture and to start to 
look at the big picture. And in 
this way they can solve the    
problems they encounter with 
new thinking and fresh           
perspectives. 
 
Mr Richard Chapman 

Wednesday  26th August 9.00am –10.30am SetUp for Success 
9/10 Winter Sport 

Thursday 27th August  Year 7/8 Winter Sport 
2.10pm Primary Assembly 

Friday  28th August  Pupil Free Day 

Monday 31st August Pupil Free Day 
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Religious Education and Faith Development 
Season of Creation 

 

Spring is fast approaching, and with the end of winter we are entering into the season of     

creation. The Season of Creation, implemented by the World Council of Churches starts on the 

1st September and ends on the 4th October, the Feast of St Francis of Assisi, the patron saint of 

the ecology who is much-loved by many Christian denominations.  
 

Throughout this month Christians come together to care for the earth and celebrate the    

different aspects of our common home. For this is the season to renew our relationship with 

our creator and all creation through celebration, conversion and commitment.  
 

This year Pope Francis has declared the year of ‘Laudato Si’, in care for our common home, 

commemorating the 5th anniversary of the Pope’s eco-encyclical. This document is aimed at 

spurring on all global citizens to adopt more sustainable practices. This prayer is a small extract 

from the prayer of Pope Francis we can pray as a community. 

 

Loving God 

Creator of heaven and earth and all that is in them, 

You created us in your image and made us stewards 

Of all your creation. 

You blessed us with the sun, water, and bountiful land 

So that we all might be nourished. 

 

Open our minds and touch our hearts, 

So that we may attend to your gift of creation. 

Help us to be conscious that our common home 

Belongs not only to us, but to all of your creatures 

And to all future generations, 

And that it is our responsibility to preserve it. 

May we help each person secure the food 

And resources that they need. 

 

 

 
Stars of the Week - 20th August 2020 

 
 Kinder  William Singline  For always being helpful and cooperative. 

 Prep  Darcie Power  For her positive attitude towards all areas of learning. 

 Grade 1  Jackson Smith  For great focus with literacy tasks.  Well done. 

 Grade 2/3 Seth Sturzaker  For being a kind and caring member of our class. 

 Grade 4/5 Isaiah Widdowson For working hard to complete set tasks. 

 Grade 5/6 Blake Miller  For being honest even when it is hard to do.   
      Well done on being brave. 



SetUp for Success 
 SetUp, our free Early Learning program for 0-5 year olds, is held every Wednesday during 
term time from 9:00am to 10:30am in the Kinder room. We ask that only one adult attends 
with each child (to help with social distancing), that children bring a drink bottle and maybe 
a piece of fruit, and that you don’t attend if you or your child has cold or flu like symptoms. 
Feel free to ring the office for more information. 
 
 

Reminder of Student-Free Days 
A reminder that this Friday 28th August and next Monday 31st August are student-free days. This Friday sees 

our staff participate in their annual Spirituality Day, while next Monday we will take the holiday in lieu of the             

Launceston Show Day holiday (in previous years we have taken this in Term 4). The office will be closed on both 

days. 

 

Academic Competitions 
Over the next 2 weeks, some of our students will be participating in Science, English and Maths competitions. We 
wish them luck and thank Mrs Tame for her organisation of these. 
 
 

Enrolments 
We continue to take enrolments for 2021, and we have begun our interview process for these. If you have a child you 
would like to enrol in our school, or know of someone who does, please contact the College office for an enrolment 
form, or download one from our website (www.starsea.tas.edu.au). 
 
 

Prep Excursion 
Yesterday Prep went on an excursion to Hagley Farm School.  In History they are learning about how  things have 
changed over time. 
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        Shout Out Term 3, Week 5, 2020 
Bernard Moore  Playing well at recess. 
Thomas Singline  Very clever weekend writing. 
Daniel McConnell  Playing well at recess. 
Maverick Watson  Playing well at recess. 
Chelsie Jenkins  Great listening at library time. 
Elijah Parker  Playing well at recess. 
Lillian Mather  Looking after an injured child in the playground. 
Evie King  Excellent weekend writing. 
Keegan Leslie  Playing really well at recess. 
Dyson Bromley  Excellent weekend writing. 
Jai Jacobs  Playing well at recess. 
Chloe Gofton  Looking after a younger child in the play ground. 
Dyson Bromley  Helping to clean up. 
Evie King  Excellent weekend writing. 
Lindsie Barrett   Fantastic handwriting. 
Chelsie Jenkins  Great listening at library time. 
Thomas Singline   For helping to tidy up. 
Thomas Singline   Very clever weekend writing. 
Alby Hawkins  Holding the door open so people exit safely. 
Thomas Singline   Holding the door open so people exit safely. 
Brock Holden  Fabulous handwriting. 
Macey Crick  Excellent independent writing. 
Thomas Singline   Cleaning up cleverly. 
Arthur Miller  Helping to tidy up. 
Thomas Smith  Helping to clean up. 
Ether Daire  Sounding out words clearly. 
Malakai Hyland  Fantastic, neat handwriting. 
Evie King  Great handwriting. 
Thomas Singline   Very neat handwriting. 
Hunter Carnie  Great sounding out of words. 
Rilee Brown  Fantastic neat writing. 
Chantz Brown  Picking up rubbish in the playground. 

 

This weeks winners are: 
William Singline for carefully packing up the blocks  (Pick from the Prize Box) 
Darcie Power for her encouraging and kind words toward others  (10 Minutes Extra Recess for the class) 

PBS Focus: We are respectful when we use kind 

words and encourage others. 

Father’s Day Breakfast  
Friday 4th September, 

                7:30am to 8:30am.   
   

       Fathers and father-figures are welcome to come to       
    school and enjoy an egg and bacon roll with the students,  
            as well as a chance for a play before work! 

For catering purposes please RSVP by  Wednesday 2nd September. 

___________________________ will attend the Father's Day breakfast with my child/ren 

_____________________________________.     

We will be there  about  (please circle)    7.30am            7.45am 8.00am  8.15am            

Can you please cater for the following dietary requirement/s. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 


