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Newsletter 
From the Principal 

We become what we surround ourselves with. 
 

If we surround ourselves with truth, beauty and goodness, we will become people of truth, beauty and 
goodness. If we surround ourselves with conspiracy theories, ugliness and meanness, we will become 
people of conspiracy, ugliness and meanness. It has been like this forever. I was even reading        
recently of a remote tribe (I think it was in South America) who never judged another person. They 
would never say another person was good or bad, selfish or honest. They had a whole different way of 
communicating their feelings about a person. They had got to this point by surrounding themselves 
with these ideas, and so had become this. 
 

We hear these days of the term “echo chamber” where people only listen to beliefs or opinions that 
match their own, so their own beliefs and opinions are reinforced. We may hear that social media acts 
as an echo chamber, and social media companies themselves play upon this. You only have to see 
what videos are recommended for you on YouTube to know that algorithms are at work, perpetuating 
your beliefs and opinions and not giving you the chance to hear others. 
 

An example this year of echo chambers at work was the denial that COVID-19 existed, that it was all 
some sort of conspiracy to bring about other ends (the funniest I heard was that it was to finally get rid 
of physical money once and for all. I suspect we don’t need to create an imaginary virus to do this. It 
wouldn’t be that hard). So we had people across the world in different countries trying to convince us 
that COVID-19 was all a myth. I’m not sure what the families of those who had died of the virus, or 
people who had contracted the virus themselves, thought of all this. 
 

Of course the danger of living in an echo chamber is that we create a narrative for ourselves and our 
lives that is never challenged (or at least we don’t allow it to be challenged). We believe certain things 
about our lives and only interpret events in ways that reinforce this. Which is quite sad because if we 
do this, it means we are not free. It means that our lives are limited not by our imagination, but by the 
stories we surround ourselves with. 
 

In the Star of the Sea Catholic community, let’s not fall into this trap. Let’s recognise echo chambers 
and break out of them. And let’s teach our children to do the same. Only then will they truly have life in 
abundance. 
 
Mr Richard Chapman, Principal 

Wednesday 2nd December 9.00am –10.30am SetUp for Success 
1.30pm-2.00pm Little Stars (for enrolled 2021 Kinders) 

Thursday 3rd December Girls Club Excursion 
2.10pm Primary Assembly 

Friday 4th December Grade 1 Excursion 

Monday 7th December Year 10 Reflection Day 

Tuesday 8th December Primary Pool Day & Transition Morning 
Year 10 Service Day 
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Religious Education and Faith Development 
A Journey Through Advent and Christmas 

 

 

 

 

 
When my family or friends get in the car to go somewhere, it’s a given that I will be the driver. I 
don’t know when this became the standard arrangement, nor do I believe it was ever formally 
decided. But when we recently made a family five-minute drive to a friend’s place, my father was 
driving, and I was shocked at what I saw when my eyes had time to linger. I took in the sights of 
buildings, gardens, trees, and street signs as though I had never seen them before – even 
though they had all been before my eyes for years. 
 
Perhaps this is something like our experience of the season of faith, especially the journey 
through Advent and Christmas: we have annual traditions and recipes, we hear the same stories 
in the Scriptures that we’ve heard a thousand times before, we see the idyllic Nativity scenes 
with all the familiar faces around the baby Jesus. But do we really see the beauty, the mystery, 
the reality of God’s love present before us? Do we hear the call, the invitation to let Christ be 
born in us? 
 

It’s a journey we have made many times before, but this time, let’s take our time. Let’s take in the 

sights and sounds of this season, notice the details and mysteries that have been lost to familiari-

ty, and remember the depth and reality of love that lies before our very eyes. 

Extract from Paul Skippen November 2020 

Term Dates 2021 

Term One Start Monday 1st February 2021 

  Finish Thursday 1st April 2021 

This includes an Easter break from Friday 2nd April 2021 - Tuesday 6th April 

2021, and Term One break from Wednesday 7th April 2021 - Friday 23rd April 

2021. 

Term Two Start Monday 26th April 2021 
  Finish Friday 2nd July 2021 
 

Term Three Start Monday 19th July 2021 
  Finish Friday 24th September 2021 
 

Term Four Start Monday 11th October 2021 
  Finish Thursday 16th December 2021 



SetUp for Success 
SetUp, our Early Learning program is for 0-5 year olds and their families. It runs every  Wednesday 
during term time from 9:00am to 10:30am in the Kinder room and is absolutely free. As per usual, 
please do not attend if you or your child is sick. 
 

Year 10 Exams 
This week our Year 10s will participate in exams. The main purpose of the exams is to give them an experience of 
exam conditions and what is required to prepare for exams. We wish them well! 
 

Year 10 Final Week 
Next week will be the last week of school for our Year 10s. The week will consist of a Reflection Day (Monday), a     
Service Day (Tuesday), a Big Day Out (Wednesday) with the last day on Thursday. Thursday evening will be the our 
Year 10 Prayer and Awards Presentation Evening at 6:00pm in the church for Year 10s and their families. 
 

George Town Christmas Parade 
Our school hopes to enter a walking float in the George Town Christmas Parade this year which will be held on Friday 
11th December. More information will come out this week, but keep this evening free! 
 

Excursions 
This week will see two excursions for our Primary students. On Thursday the Girls Club will travel to Launceston to 
take part in some activities, whilst on Friday the Grade 1s will visit the Beaconsfield Gold Mine. 
 

Primary Pool Day 
Next Tuesday 8th December the Primary students will have the opportunity to celebrate the year that has gone with a 
day at the pool. More information will come out about this during the week. 
 

Primary Transition Session 
Also next Tuesday 8th December we will take the opportunity to have a Primary Transition session. This will take 
place just before recess and will see students moving into the classes they will be in next year with their teachers for 
2021. For classes that have been split, information as to what class each student is in will be provided this week. 
 

Staffing Update 
Mrs Britton, our Music teacher, will unfortunately be leaving us at the end of this year as she takes up a position in 
Smithton. This is sad for us but we wish Mrs Britton all the best as she continues her teaching journey. Mrs Melissa 
Rogers will take on the role of Secondary Music teacher in 2021. Mrs Rogers currently teaches at Our Lady of Mercy 
Catholic Primary School in Deloraine and has a background of secondary music teaching. 
We are also pleased to announce that Miss O’Toole will continue in her role of sharing the Prep/1 class with Ms      
Edwards in 2021. 
 

2021 Starting Dates 
We will start school a little earlier next year, with the school reopening on Wednesday 27th January and students     
starting on Monday 1st February. The reason for the early start is because we will have 3 weeks off for the first term 
holidays, which will begin on Good Friday 2nd April 2021. Please note that this is different to the starting and finishing 
dates for Government schools (Port Dalrymple and South George Town Primary). 
 

Keeping Up to Date 
The last three weeks of school this year are very busy. To keep up to date, please check regularly for any Compass 
messages and any letters that come home via students. If in doubt, please feel free to ring the College Office during 
school hours to ask a question. 
 

Christmas Nativity Scene 
All the Christian Churches of George Town are joining together to present a Christmas Nativity scene in Macquarie St 
by the roundabout/Memorial Hall area on Saturday 12th December and Saturday 19th December between 10am and 
12pm. There will be a nativity display, Christmas carols and a prayer station. Everyone is welcome to come and join. 
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  Social Media Use 

It is always good to take some time to explore what social media and games our children are accessing and whether it is 
suitable for them. Whether or not a child should be accessing certain social media or games often depends on their       
maturity, and what may be okay for one student may not be okay for another child of the same age. Other apps and games 
have suggested ages for people to use them. For parents and carers, good habits are based around knowing what your 
children are accessing, talking to them about it and how they are using it and how to stay safe, and setting boundaries 
around the use of devices and social media. For more information a great place to start is the Government’s esafety       
website (esafety.gov.au). 
 

Last 3 Weeks at Star of the Sea Catholic College 
Wednesday 2nd December 

Year 10 Exams continue. 
2021 Kinder parent meeting with Mrs Trudy Hoffman @1.30pm.  
 

Thursday 3rd December 
Year 10 Exams continue. 
Girls Club ( Year 2-6) Excursion to Launceston.  
Primary Assembly @ 2:10pm  

 
Friday 4th December 

Last day for Year 10 Exams. 
Grade 1 Excursion to Beaconsfield.  
 

Monday 7th December 
Advent Prayer. Primary Gallery @ 9:00am.  
Year 10 Reflection Day.  

 
Tuesday 8th December 

Year 10 Service Day.  
Primary Transition morning.@ 9:30am to 10:50am. 
Primary Pool Day@ 10:50am  

 
Wednesday 9th December 

Year 10 Big Day Out.  
Setup and Little Stars Christmas party @1.30pm 

 
Thursday 10th December 

Year 10s last day 
Year 10 Prayer and Award Presentation Evening @ 6:00pm  
Primary Assembly @ 2:10pm. 

 
Friday 11th December 

George Town Christmas Parade. Commencing @ 5:30pm at the Fire Station.  
 

Monday 14th December 

Advent Prayer. Primary Gallery @ 9:00am. . 

Year 10 Leavers Dinner.  

Kinder Nativity Play. Time TBA. 

 
Wednesday 16th December 

Reports will be made available on Compass for parents. 
 
Thursday 17th December 

Last day for students. 

       Kinder to Year 9 End of Year Assembly. Time TBA 

 

 



   Shout Out Term 4, Week 6, 2020 
Niklaus Quilty-Maguire  Keeping our school free of glass. 

Jai Jacobs   Putting lots of effort  into our Literacy session 

Macklin Grimsey-Boersma  Assisting other students with their persuasive texts. 

Lachlan Crick   Giving up his spot on the jumping castle. 

Seth  Sturzaker    Giving up his spot on the jumping castle. 

Niklaus Quilty-Maguire  Listening to everything I asked him to do. 

Axle Sturzaker   Showing great maturity in the classroom. 

Grace Mahnken   Great quiet work in Digi-Tech. 

William Power    Helping students with their presentations. 

Tobias Jones    Being super helpful and safe. Helping clean up. 

Maverick Watson   Showing kindness to a younger student. 

Alyssia Sky    Awesome Art work. 

Allira-Grayce Harris  Picking up rubbish. 

Carlie Lowe     Picking up rubbish. 

Ashton Meessen    Being super in Digi-Tech. 

Lachlan Crick   Being good in Digi-Tech. 

Billy Power    Awesome Art work. 

Jaxsyn Pollock   Good Behaviour. 

Leo Linley   Amazing Art Work. 

Lucinda Hockey    Picking up rubbish. 

Karol Aziz   Picking up rubbish. 

PBS Focus 

We are engaged learners in the class-

room when we use the 5 L’s of listening. 

Your ears are Listening 

Your eyes are Looking 

Your hands are in your Lap 

Your Lips are together 

Your Legs are crossed if you are sitting 

on the floor or sit on a chair with both 

feet flat on the floor 

Shout Out winners 

Dyson Bromley for fantastic reading.  

 ($5 newsagent Voucher) 

Ether Daire for fantastic handwriting.  

 (Outdoor game for the class) 

Secondary Students Congratulations Cards 

Term 4 Week 6 winners: 

Rustam Imran & Taylor Thomson-Strain 

(both chose $10 canteen voucher)  

Well done!! 

REMINDER 

Just a reminder to please return all library books. Thank you all for your support with this.  




