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Newsletter 
From the Principal 

One of the things I look forward to each holidays, especially over the summer holidays, is disconnecting. I do not 

actually own a mobile phone. The one that I have belongs to the school and I use it for work purposes. Over the 

holidays it tends to sit idle and I only check it spasmodically to see if I have missed any calls or messages. 

 

When I do disconnect over the holidays, there is a certain sense of freedom that goes with it. Having a work 

phone means that, when it does make a sound to tell me there’s a message or a call, the message or the call 

often means there is an issue that needs to be addressed, or a question that needs to be answered urgently. 

With a work phone you don’t have people ringing you just to check in and see how you are going. So when the 

phone does make a sound, there is a slight tinge of anxiety as you think to yourself, “What might be the problem 

now?” 

 

The same goes for emails. Unfortunately over the years we have started to use email as our primary means of 

communication. But the danger in this is that emails can sometimes determine the direction of our day, rather 

than us determining the direction. I have tried for a few years to come up with better ways of checking and       

responding to emails so that they don’t consume my day. However I find that I spend too much time responding 

to emails or waiting for a response. 

 

But again, over the holidays I can disconnect from these, only checking my emails every few days as opposed to 

many times a day. 

 

Disconnecting is important for all of us. It brings balance to our lives. It helps us to take notice of other people 

and things. It enables us to spend time on other activities that make our lives more fulfilled. Disconnecting helps 

us to realise that we don’t have to be connected all of the time. It is okay if we don’t know something              

immediately. It is okay if we miss out on a piece of information, or a bit of gossip, or if we don’t find out the cricket 

scores until later in the day. 

 

But we shouldn’t just wait for a holiday to disconnect. It should be part of our everyday lives. We should be look-

ing for opportunities to disconnect on a regular basis. Because only through disconnecting can we connect, to 

God and to each other. It is difficult to connect to God when we are absorbed in something else, and it is difficult 

to connect to others on a personal level when we have a phone between us and them. 

 

This is the second year of our school having a ban on mobile phones during the school day, and whilst about 

95% of our students have adapted well, there are still a few students who have trouble disconnecting. However 

we have seen far more connections going on at recess and lunch than we ever did, with students interacting with 

each other in positive ways. 

 

Disconnecting is always a challenge, but it is a challenge that we, as Star of the Sea Catholic community, must 

continue to work on. Because only in disconnecting will we be truly able to connect. 

 

Mr Richard Chapman, Principal 
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Religious Education and Faith Development 
International Mountain Day 

11TH December 

Mountains are natural jewels that we should treasure. They are home to 15% of the world’s population and 

host about half of the world’s biodiversity. They provide fresh water for everyday life for half the world. 

They provide some of the world’s most spectacular landscapes. They are places of beauty and recreation. 

Unfortunately, mountains are under threat from climate change and exploitation. As the world continues to 

warm, some of the world’s poorest people who live in the mountains are finding it more difficult to survive. 

Global warming has meant glaciers are melting and affecting water supplies. This problem affects all of us. 

We need to reduce our carbon footprint and take care of these gifts given to us by our Creator 

Dear God, 

We give thanks for places of refuge and 

beauty. 

We give thanks for places of nature’s truth 

and freedom, of joy, inspiration and renewal, 

places where all creatures may find           

acceptance and belonging. 

Let us search for these places: in the world, in 

ourselves and in others. 

May we mend this outer world according to 
the truth of our inner life and may our souls 
be shaped and nourished by nature’s eternal 
wisdom.      AMEN. 

Leunig 

  
Christmas & New Year Mass Times 

George Town - Star of the Sea Church 
Sunday 20th December 

Reconciliation from 6.30pm to 7.30pm 
Thursday 24th December -  Christmas Eve 

Christmas Mass at 9.30pm 
Friday 25th December - Christmas Day 

Christmas Mass at 10.00am 
Friday 1st January - New Year’s Day 

Mass at 10.00am 
 

Due to Covid 19 restrictions, bookings for Christmas Masses will be required.  

Please visit 

https://george-town-christmas.eventbrite.com.au 

to book.  if you have any issues accessing the internet, please contact Father Bala 



Covid-19 Update 
We thank all of our families for the way they have followed the COVID-19 restrictions that have been placed upon 

schools. Here is our last reminder for the year of what they are: 

● Students should not come to school if sick (especially with cold or flu symptoms), and parents and carers are 

also asked not to come on to the property if sick. 

● If waiting for your child outside the buildings, please maintain social distance from others. 

● If attending Primary assembly, please sign in and use hand sanitizer. We will space the chairs out. 

● Should you wish to contact your child’s teacher but are reluctant to come into the school, you can contact 

them through phone or email. 

● If you have any questions, please contact the College office. 

 

Year 10 Final Week 
This week see the last week at Star of the Sea Catholic College for our Year 10s. Yesterday they participated in a Re-

flection Day, today they did activities serving the community, and tomorrow they will have a fun day. We will farewell 

them as a school on Thursday, whilst on Thursday evening the Year 10s will join their families in the church at 6:00pm 

for their formal send-off and awards giving. 

Next Monday the Year 10s will have their Leavers Dinner. 

We wish all of our Year 10s good luck for the future and we hope that their years at Star of the Sea have prepared 

them well for whatever they choose to do. 

Awards for Past Students 
Star of the Sea Catholic College would like to congratulate the following past students on some recent successes: 

Tim Hawkins - at the Master Builders National Awards held on November 28th, Form Projects, headed by former  

student Tim Hawkins, won the National Medium Density 2-5 Dwelling Award for The Birdhouse Apartments in West 

Launceston. 

Adam Armstrong - at the same awards, Adam Armstrong and Strong Constructions won an award for Contract Home 

under $350,000. 

Alastair Mooney -  on Saturday evening Alastair Mooney’s first major solo exhibition, Nest, debuted at the Queen 

Victoria Art Gallery, Royal Park in Launceston. It is “a series of new works that reflect on the resilience and beauty of 

Tasmania's endemic birdlife in the face of human consumption and destruction.” It is on display until November 2021. 

Staff Movements 
After many years of salad rolls, sausage rolls and slushies, Mrs Siebert will finish her time at Star of the Sea at the end 

of this year. Mrs Siebert has been a fantastic contributor to our school as a student, parent and staff member over 

many years and she will be sorely missed by staff and students alike. We wish her well as she moves into the next 

phase of her life. 

We hope to have the role of Canteen and Uniform Shop manager filled before the end of the year and an advertise-

ment for the role is included in this newsletter. 

Secondary Big Day Out 
The Year 7-9s will have their Big Day Out next Tuesday 15th December, with the groups doing various activities to 

celebrate the end of a very different year! 
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Reports 
Our staff are in the process of finalising reports and we hope to make these available on Compass next Wednesday 

16th December. Because our Year 10s will only have access to their reports on Compass for a short time, we will be 

printing out a copy of their reports to be sent home. 

Primary Nativity Play 
Parents and carers are welcome to attend our Primary Nativity Play next Monday 14th December at 2:00pm in the 

church. The Kinders will re-enact the story of the first Christmas over 2000 years ago. 

End of Year Assembly and Presentation of Awards 
Next Thursday 17th December we will hold our End of Year Assembly and Presentation of Awards for Kinder to Year 9 

at 11:40am in the church. Parents are most welcome to join us. 

Christmas Nativity Scene 
All the Christian Churches of George Town are joining together to present a Christmas Nativity scene in Macquarie St 

by the roundabout/Memorial Hall area on Saturday 12th December and Saturday 19th December between 10am and 

12pm. There will be a nativity display, Christmas carols and a prayer station. Everyone is welcome to come and join. 

2021 Starting Dates 
We will start school a little earlier next year, with the school reopening on Wednesday 27th January and students start-

ing on Monday 1st February. The reason for the early start is because we will have 3 weeks off for the first term holi-

days, which will begin on Good Friday 2nd April 2021. Please note that this is different to the starting and finishing 

dates for Government schools (Port Dalrymple and South George Town Primary). 

 

 

Star of the Sea Catholic College 

Invites you to our 

Kinder to Year 9 

End of Year Prayer Service  

and  

Awards Presentation 
 

Thursday 17th December 

11.40am 

Our Lady Star of the Sea Church 

Parents are most welcome to join us. 
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   Shout Out Term 4, Week 8 2020 
Yueni Tan   Sitting quietly on the mat. 

Leo Batte  Being a fantastic listener at the advent prayer time. 

Vanessa Linley  Great work with numbers. 

Lillian Hockey   Always working hard on Digi-tech. 

Charlotte Power  Always working hard in Digi-tech.  

Shekinah MacFarlane  Always working hard in  Digi-tech.  

Erin Vanderzwan  Always working hard in Digi-tech. 

Ether Daire  Listening well at assembly. 

Chloe Gofton   Always working hard in Digi-tech. 

Joshua Chapman  Always working hard in Digi-tech. 

Wyatt Parkes  Learning to recognise lots of letters. 

Ruby Gower  Always working hard in Digi-tech.  

Allira Harris   Always working hard in Digi-tech.  

Macey Crick   Always working hard.  

Kirra-Lyla Harris  Trying hard to always do her best.  

Connor Judd   Being respectful in Digi-tech.  

Oliver Smith  Always working hard in Digi-tech. 

Seth Sturzaker   Being a respectful student in Digi-tech. 

Darcie Power   Listening well at Assembly.  

Hazel-Mae Provis  Always working hard.  

PBS Focus 

We are engaged learners in the class-

room when we use the 5 L’s of listening. 

Your ears are Listening 

Your eyes are Looking 

Your hands are in your Lap 

Your Lips are together 

Your Legs are crossed if you are sitting 

on the floor or sit on a chair with both 

feet flat on the floor 

Shout Out winners 

Alyssia Sky for excellent organisation during drama.  

 (10 min extra recess for the class) 

Ashton Meessen for participating in the athletics carnival. 

 (30 min of free time) 

 

Stars of the Week - 3rd December 2020   

Kinder  Danica Sweet   For her beautiful singing at prayer times. 

Prep  Arthur Millen   For becoming such a clever reader. 

Grade 1  Chantz Brown   For progressing with her reading. 

Grade 2/3 Maverick Watson  For his consistent effort across all subject areas. 

Grade 4/5 Macklin Grimsey-Boersma For excellent participation in the Grade . 

Grade 5/6 Joshua Chapman  For his amazing perseverance and determination during all the 

      Year 5/6 camp activities, especially rock-climbing! 



  

 

Term Dates 2021 

Term One Start Monday 1st February 2021 

  Finish Thursday 1st April 2021 

This includes an Easter break from Friday 2nd April 2021 - Tuesday 6th April 2021, 

and Term One break from Wednesday 7th April 2021 - Friday 23rd April 2021. 

Term Two Start Monday 26th April 2021 
  Finish Friday 2nd July 2021 
 

Term Three Start Monday 19th July 2021 
  Finish Friday 24th September 2021 
 

Term Four Start Monday 11th October 2021 
  Finish Thursday 16th December 2021 

 

On Friday, Grade 1 enjoyed a trip to the Beaconsfield Gold Mine. 

We panned for gold, learned about the history of the Beaconsfield 

Gold Mine and found out that the earth contains lots of natural    

resources for people to use to make many other things. 

We had a great day. 

Grade 1 Excursion to Beaconsfield Gold Mine 
 

Year 7/8 Basketball 

Well done to the 7/8 Boys Basketball team who  

finished off their season last Thursday with a  

comfortable 78-25 win over Kings Meadows.  

 

The Grade 2/3/4/5/6 Girls Group had a great Fun Day Out in town last Thursday. 

The Grade 2/3/4/5/6 Girls Group  



 

Star of the Sea Catholic College is a co-education school with an enrolment of approximately 185 students from Kindergarten to Year 10, situat-

ed in George Town, Tasmania. 

 

Applications are invited from suitably experienced applicants 

 for the following position 

Canteen Manager 

Part Time (0.52 FTE – 23.5 hours per week) Ongoing  

and 

Uniform Shop Manager 

Part Time (0.05 FTE - 2 hours per week) Ongoing 

 

(Combining above positions or job share will be considered) 

 

Commencing: January 2021 

The successful applicant/s will be: 

Able to manage the school uniform shop and deliver a professional and sensitive service 

Able to manage the school canteen and providing a healthy and appealing recess and lunch service 

Fully supportive of the ethos and aims of Catholic Education 

Willing to participate in the multifaceted life of the school 

Have or be willing to acquire and maintain a Satisfactory National Police Check and Working with Vulnerable People Registration 

 

 

For further information regarding the role, please contact Mrs Kathryn Condric at the College. 

An application package may be obtained by emailing kathryn.condric@catholic.tas.edu.au  

 

Applications including appropriate documentation and the names and contact details of two referees should be forwarded to:The Principal 




