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From the Principal
We should be willing to embrace change which is driven by the voices of those on the margin.

The greatest
danger in times of
turbulence is not
the turbulence; it
is to act with
yesterday’s logic.
- Peter Drucker

Attentiveness,
Hospitality
and
Compassion.

One of the great things to observe as we move through life, and also one of the most challenging, is
culture shifts where the voices of the oppressed are heard more and more. We grow up with certain
beliefs about the world around us and how we should act in the world, but things change which shift
our point of view and challenges our previous thoughts and beliefs.
When I think back to the time when I was young, it would be fair to say that my parents and
grandparents held views which, nowadays, would simply be considered as racist. Therefore, in my
younger days, I too probably held similar views. This was easy to do growing up where everyone was
white and of European descent and the voices of the First Nation people or the immigrants weren’t
heard. It wasn’t until I met people from different backgrounds to myself and heard their voices and
their stories did my viewpoint change.
In my younger days it would be fair to say that Australia as a country was more racist than it is at the
moment. It was a time when the voices of the First Nation people and immigrants simply weren’t
heard. Thankfully today, even though there is a long way to go, these voices are being heard more
and more and the younger generations especially are growing up with a broader perspective on life.
Our culture is slowly changing around matters of race and belonging.
Unfortunately, when culture changes it always provides a challenge to some people. It is hard to
know the reason why some people resist culture change more than others. Perhaps it is a case that,
when we see ourselves and our life’s meaning through the lens of a particular culture, it is easier to
resist the change rather than change ourselves. We fear that, if we change, then our lives become
meaningless. Perhaps that’s why people still spray paint images of Captain Cook on Truganini
memorials at Bruny Island, or pose shirtless in front of burning crosses in the Grampians in Victoria
(which raises other questions about how some people explain to their families what they are doing on
the weekend - “Honey, I can’t spend time with you and the kids this weekend. I’m off to burn crosses
in a national park.”) Perhaps it is fear, more than anything else, which drives these responses.
Of course, reactions to changing cultures is not a new thing. The arrival of Jesus on the scene started
a dramatic change of culture that would spread throughout the world, sometimes for the better, sometimes for worse. But in his time, there were many who didn’t accept the change of culture where
Jesus went out to the people on the margins, and their fear led them to nail Jesus to a cross.
In the Star of the Sea Catholic community, not only should we be willing to embrace change which is
driven by the voices of those on the margins, but we also need to allow our students to hear the
voices so they can embrace the future as people of hope.
Mr Richard Chapman
Principal

PO Box 206
Corner Friend &
William Street
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Just a reminder that Wednesday is not a student free day at Star. School as usual.
Star of the Sea Catholic College acknowledges the Leterremairener people as the traditional custodians
of the land on which our school stands.

Religious Education and Faith Development
First Week of Lent

Heart
Spirituality

The season of Lent also marks the beginning of the annual Project Compassion
Appeal. Donations to Project Compassion allow Caritas Australia, the Catholic
Agency for International Aid and Development, to work with local communities
around the world to alleviate poverty, hunger, oppression and injustice.
We begin our annual Lenten Project Compassion journey by learning about the
story of Jamila and her family. Jamila, 22, is a Rohingya woman, living in the
world’s largest refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh. A single mother, she
fled armed conflict in Myanmar to save herself, her elderly mother and eightmonth-old baby.

Attentiveness
Hospitality

With the support of Caritas Australia, through Caritas Bangladesh, Jamila was
able to access emergency food and shelter. She also received counselling,
emotional support and learnt sewing skills, to help her earn an
income. Jamila now feels less alone, with a sense of community around her.
She is able to ‘Be More’ to her little family.

“In order to give hope to others, it is sometimes enough simply to be kind.”
Pope Francis
Last week as I returned to the classroom, preparations were underway for our Ash Wednesday service.
In my classes we spent time recalling what happens on Ash Wednesday and why Ash Wednesday is
important to Christians. One point we discussed was that “ashes help us to humble our hearts and
develop a sense of humility and self-sacrifice.” Humbling of our hearts involves seeing others around us,
the struggles that we all have and reaching out to others in love. The last year has been particularly
challenging and many people in our communities have experienced the pain of isolation and loneliness.
We see those who are lonely or suffering all around us and we as a Christian community are called to
reach out in love to others. I have challenged my students to come up with five ways during Lent in which
they can reach out to others and to keep a tab on whether they actually kept their pledges.
Imagine if every student just performed five acts of kindness during this season what a difference it would
make to our community and to the individuals that experience this love.
After reading the Pope’s message for Lent I would like to share some of Pope Francis’ message. He
says: “In Lent, may we be increasingly concerned with speaking words of comfort, strength, consolation
and encouragement, and not words that demean, sadden, anger or show scorn. In order to give hope to
others, it is sometimes enough to simply be kind, to be willing to set everything else aside in order to
show interest, to give the gift of a smile, to speak a word of encouragement, to listen amid general
indifference… Love, following in the footsteps of Christ, in compassion for all, is the highest expression of
faith and hope.”
As a Presentation school this same message is what Nano Nagle lived and it is our calling to make this a
school where everyone finds their home.

From Our Vision and Mission Statement

Shrove Tuesday
Last Tuesday our students were able to enjoy a pancake as is traditional on Shrove Tuesday as the last day before
Lent. A big thank you to Mrs Munro, Mrs Chapman, Mrs Leslie, Mrs Power, Mrs Crick, and Mrs Lee for cooking the
pancakes, to the Year 10s who also helped to set up and serve, and a special thanks to Mrs Munro for supplying all of
the jams.

Sacramental Program for George Town Catholic Parish
The Sacramental program will soon begin in George Town for students in grade 4 or above wishing to receive the
Sacraments of Reconciliation, Communion and Confirmation. The program will be coordinated by our Grade 5/6
teacher, Mrs Lynelle Davis. If you would like your child/ren to take part in the program, which takes place outside of
school hours, and receive the Sacraments, please contact Mrs Davis by emailing her:
lynelle.davis@catholic.tas.edu.au.
If you are an adult and are interested in becoming a Catholic, or if you would like to have your children baptised into the
Catholic Church, please also contact Mrs Lynelle Davis as above for further information.

Staff Movements
Mrs Tame is taking some leave this week. Mrs Parish will be taking her classes.

Grade 5/6 Basketball
Last Friday a number of our Grade 5/6 students participated in basketball training run by the YMCA at South George
Town Primary School. Training will run for a couple more weeks and then the hope is for a fun basketball roster
between the three schools later in the term.

SetUp for Success
Our Early Learning program, SetUp for Success (simply known as SetUp) runs
every Wednesday from 9:00am to 10:30am in the Kinder room.
Mrs Trudy Hoffman runs the program, which is a free Early Learning program for
children aged 0-5 and their families. We ask families not to attend SetUp if they
or their children are ill.
Our SetUp for Success Facebook page is now up and running.
To receive posts from this page please use the following:
1. log into our Facebook page (Star of the Sea Catholic College)
2. find a recent SetUp post
3. click on the icon and it will take you straight to the SetUp page
4. once there, like it and you will then receive all Setup posts

Learning Creates Australia
College Captain Ella Vanderzwan reports on her participation in Learning Creates Australia.
In Term 4, I had the opportunity to be one of the people who got to take part in Learning Creates Australia. Learning
Creates Australia is a nation-wide project about redesigning how education and schooling works. It brings together people
from all across the country including universities, government, businesses, teachers, students and many more. I was one of
the prototyping team members, which meant I got to share my story and personal experiences to help influence what could
potentially be the future of education.
Right now there are huge inequities in the education system, such as how there’s only one “right” way to go about
schooling, and it seems that only the completely academic paths are supported. What Learning Creates Australia is trying
to achieve is to minimise that inequity as much as possible.
As part of the program, I got to share my experiences, and the experiences that many other people have when they live in a
small town, and how that has impacted on my schooling.
It was a unique insight into all the work that is being done behind the scenes in order to make schooling better and more
strength-based for future students that are going through the school system.
However, the work isn’t over yet, and I’m looking forward to being a prototyping member again, and working with them for
another 12 weeks and hopefully again further in the future.

Dining with Friends
Dining with Friends is a free community meal which is held every Thursday at 5:30pm in the Star of the Sea Hall and run by
Vinnies. Dining with Friends welcomes all community members who are lonely, isolated, or would just like to share a meal
with others.
For more information on Dining with Friends contact Erin on 6333 0822.

Lenten Program
The George Town Parish Lenten Program is taking on a new look this year with three fortnightly gatherings occurring in the
Star of the Sea Hall every second Thursday at 7:00pm (at the conclusion of Dining with Friends) until 8pm. Each fortnight
will provide an opportunity for people to reflect with others during the season of Lent. People are welcome to join in the
Dining with Friends meal beforehand, or simply turn up at 7:00pm for the program. It begins this Thursday 25th February.
All are welcome.

Shout Out Term 1, Week 3, 2021
Jai Jacobs
Sophia Giles
Arthur Millen
Kiara Fisher
Brock Holden
Shiloh Leslie
Toby Jones
Ruby Davidson
Carlie Lowe
Carlie Lowe
Chelsie Jenkins
Victor Hugo
Jackson Summers
Karol Aziz
Brock Holden
Damien Milner
Maddi Sturzaker
Scarlett Baillie
Seth Sturzaker
Dante Saunders
Isobel Walker
Enoch Daire
Lachlan Smith
Hazel Mae Provis
Marli Leslie
Miley McFarlane
Jaxon Hillard
Jai Jacobs
Kiara Fisher
Maverick Watson
Carter Upston
Nein Bennett
Oscar Millen
Jarod Fisher
Lucas Vincent
Matilda Trotter
Mia Syms
Damien Milner
Isabelle Saunders

Working hard with literacy and numeracy tasks.
Helping clean up the sandpit.
Helping clean up the sandpit.
Sharing the wand with her friends.
Cleaning up the classroom.
For picking up rubbish.
Working well in all areas and doing his best work .
PBS Focus: SAFE
Keeping the class tidy.
Her super work she does writing about her weekend.
We are safe
Great focus with class work.
Excellent working.
when we
His great fine-motor skills .
are sitting
Joining in at music time.
Already completing her home reading log.
down to
Cleaning up the classroom.
Helping to clean the classroom.
eat our
Her great imaginative work.
Recess and
For her great work and having good manners.
His great work at doing his Ash Wednesday recount. Lunch
Packing up the classroom.
Being a fantastic listener.
Helping pack up the equipment outside.
Cleaning up.
Helping in the classroom.
Being a great listener at maths time.
Great focus with class work .
Listening well at story time.
For his focus and engaging himself while learning.
Being helpful around the class room.
For his positive attitude towards learning.
Being very quiet and still at rest time.
Putting away the toys.
Keeping our class room tidy.
Cleaning the sandpit after recess. This weeks winners are:
Joining in well in music time.
Marli Leslie for being a great listener at maths time.
For picking up rubbish.
Being a wonderful listener.
Choose a game for the Class
Beautiful manners.
Great puzzle work.
Seth Sturzaker for great work at doing his Ash
Wednesday recount
$5 Newsagent Voucher

Secondary Students Congratulations Cards 2021
Term 1 Week 3 winners:
Robert Tame & Taylor Thomson-Strain

Well done!!

Stars of the Week - 18th February 2021
Kinder

Oscar Millen

For playing co-operatively with his classmates.

Prep/1

Mia Barker

For always working hard and listening well.

Grade 1/2

Chantz Brown

For an excellent start to the school year.

Grade 3/4

Karol Aziz

For great engagement with our home reading program.

Grade 5/6A

Ashton Meessen

For his focus and determination towards his school work.

Grade 5/6B

Axle Sturzaker

For his mature attitude to learning and the neatness of his
handwriting. Well done!

2021 Calendar - Term 1
Wednesday 24th February
Thursday 25th February
Wednesday 3rd March
Thursday 4th March
Monday 8th March
Tuesday 9th March
Wednesday 10th March
Thursday 11th March
Wednesday 17-19th March
Wednesday 17th March
Thursday 18th March
Wednesday 24th - 26th March
Wednesday 24th March
Thursday 25th March
Friday 26th March
Monday 29th March
Tuesday 30th March
Thursday 1st April

SetUp for Success 9.00-10.30am
Primary Assembly 2.10pm
SetUp for Success 9.00-10.30am
Clean Up Australia Day
Primary Assembly 2.10pm
Eight Hours Day public holiday
Star of the Sea Swimming Carnival (Grades 3-10)
SetUp for Success 9.00-10.30am
Primary Assembly 2.10pm
Year 9 Camp
SetUp for Success 9.00-10.30am
Primary Assembly 2.10pm
Year 8 Camp
SetUp for Success 9.00-10.30am
Primary Assembly 2.10pm
Year 7-8-10 Immunisation
TPSSA Athletics Carnival
NHSSA Div 2 Swimming Carnival
Money Line Caritas fundraiser
Holy Thursday; Term 1 ends; End of Term Assembly

