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From the Principal
Today, young people march and politicians argue about how we should treat nature.

I believe in God,
only I spell it
Nature.
- Frank Lloyd
Wright

This year I have been enjoying teaching the Year 9 Religious Education class (I’m not sure how much
the Year 9s are enjoying it, but that’s another story). This term we have been looking at the topic of
Stewardship and our responsibility to look after the planet for future generations.
It is a difficult idea to grasp, even for adults. Most of us are trying hard enough just to survive from day
to day without having the extra burden of wondering if our actions will affect the planet for our children
and grandchildren. When our children are still in school we rarely even consider the possibility that we
could be grandparents one day.
To help the students out we discussed St Francis of Assisi and the way he saw the world. St Francis
was an Italian who lived in the 1100s and 1200s. He came from a wealthy upbringing but God took his
life in another direction and he ended up living a life of poverty and preaching the Gospel. What he
was also famous for, though, was the way he viewed nature. While many of us probably see ourselves
separate from nature and from animals, Francis saw himself as part of nature. Francis saw God
reflected in all parts of nature, and everything gave praise to God just by being what it was.
The First Nations people of Australia saw their role in nature in a very similar way. For them, everything was sacred as the spirits could still be found in all of the different features of the landscape.
Because of this nature was cared for. Just like what St Francis preached, nature was a place where
God dwelt.

Attentiveness,
Hospitality
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Compassion.

Today, young people march and politicians argue about how we should treat nature. But for many of
them, nature is still a “thing,” separate from human beings. Perhaps only when we start to see
ourselves as part of nature, rather than separate from it, will we begin to appreciate it more.
In our Star of the Sea Catholic community, we are dedicating a
lot of time in our Religious Education classes, across the whole
school, letting students reflect on their role in the natural world.
Some of them will struggle with the concept of seeing parts of
nature as St Francis did - as Brothers and Sisters.
Others will look for someone to blame for the current state of
the planet and the direction it is heading in. But, as educators,
we will keep working towards the aim of reconciling students
with each other, and reconciling them with the planet.
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NAIDOC Week 4-11 July
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The NAIDOC 2021 theme is Heal Country, heal our Nation! Country is more than just the land on which we live.
For First Nations Peoples it is fundamental to their identity. It is respected in every aspect of living life fully. They
speak about country like a person who sustains our lives in every aspect. It is through our Indigenous Peoples that
we can learn that Country is sacred to all of us because it is our common heritage and responsibility.
NAIDOC Week invites us to embrace First Nation cultural knowledge and understanding of Country and to equally
respect the culture and values of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders as we do the cultures and values of all
Australians.
Healing Country is also about resolving many of the injustices which impact the lives of First Nation Peoples. It is
about listening and acting on their hopes and desires which are borne from conversations among our nations on a
range of issues and grievances. Our Indigenous Peoples call us to seek greater protection for their lands, their
waters, their sacred sites, and their cultural heritage from exploitation, desecration and destruction.
We are a richer nation because of our cultural connections that span 60,000 years. Our end of term assembly on
Friday 2nd July will begin with a NAIDOC Week prayer. Please join us to celebrate the rich contribution of culture
and may we pray for change that supports a stronger relationship with our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island
Peoples.

Stars of the Week - 17th June 2021
Kinder

Carter Upston

For his fantastic listening skills at mat times.

Prep/1

Niklaus Quilty-Maguire For his improved behaviour in the classroom.

Grade 1/2

Chelsie Jenkins

For her improvement in reading.

Grade 3/4

Seth Sturzaker

For working so hard in all literacy areas. Well done Seth.

Grade 5/6A

Ashton Meessen

For working really well in all subjects this week and being ready for work
quickly. Well done Ashton.

Grade 5/6B

Jack Lindfors

For a fantastic attitude to improving his mathematical skills to a higher
level. Well done!.

SetUp for Success
Our Early Learning program, SetUp for Success (simply known as SetUp) runs
every Wednesday from 9:00am to 10:30am in the Kinder room.
Mrs Trudy Hoffman runs the program, which is a free Early Learning program for
children aged 0-5 and their families.
We ask families not to attend SetUp if they or their children are ill.
Our SetUp for Success Facebook page is now up and running.
To receive posts from this page please use the following:
1. log into our Facebook page (Star of the Sea Catholic College)
2. find a recent SetUp post
3. click on the icon and it will take you straight to the SetUp page
4. once there, like it and you will then receive all Setup posts

We Keep in our Prayers
We keep in our prayers Mrs Hoffman and her family. Mrs Hoffman's father died yesterday.
Mrs Hoffman will be away for the rest of this week.
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon him.
May the souls of all the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.
Amen

2022 Enrolments
We are now accepting enrolments for Kinder and Year 7 for 2022. If you would like your child to attend Star of the Sea in
2022, or know of someone who would like their child to attend, enrolment forms are available at our office and through our
website (www.starsea.tas.edu.au).

Sisters of the Immaculata
The Sisters of the Immaculata visited our school yesterday and will return on Wednesday.

Are You on Compass?
We are currently in the process of writing our mid-year reports, and these will be released on Compass before the end of
this term. So, if you are not on Compass, now is the time to get on! See the information elsewhere on this newsletter for
further information, or contact the College office if you require further assistance.

Staff Movements
Mrs Lundie, our Primary Music teacher, has secured a full time position from Term 3 onwards so will finish her time with us
at the end of this term. Whilst bad news for us (!) we congratulate Mrs Lundie on this and wish her well in her teaching
career. We have advertised for a Primary Music teacher and will hopefully have someone in place by the beginning of next
term.
Mr Harris is away this week, as are Mrs Condric and Mrs Wood on Thursday and Friday.

College Board
Our College Board has met three times so far this year. The Board has recently had its AGM and the following are this
year’s Board members: Mr Paul Thomas (Chair), Mrs Jacqui Leslie (Secretary), Mr Michael Doherty, Mr Brent Daire, Mrs
Suzanne Painter, Mr Andrew Parkes, Fr Bala (ex officio), Mr Richard Chapman (ex officio).
This year sees some of our Board members complete their time on the Board (Board members have a maximum of 6
years - two 3 year stints). Because of this we will be looking for new members of the Board. If you are interested in
becoming a Board member, please contact Mr Chapman via the College office. The Board meets 6 times per year and is
an advisory Board (as opposed to a Board that makes binding decisions). Requirements of becoming a Board member are
that you need to have, or be able to get, a WWVP card, and you have not been bankrupt.

Term 3 Calendar
With no lockdowns so far(!), we have put out our Term 3 calendar. You will find it in this newsletter. As always, things may
be added and dates may change, but it will hopefully give families an early indication of upcoming events. Please note that
there will be a long weekend for students on Friday 13th August (for our Staff Spirituality Day) and Monday 16th August
(for a holiday in lieu of Launceston Show Day).

UTas Prac Teachers
Over the course of the next week our UTas prac teachers will be finishing their time with us. We wish Mr O’Shea and Miss
Howard well as they continue their course, and we look forward to welcoming Miss Hinds back later in the year.

End of Term Assembly
We will be holding our End of Term Assembly on Friday 2nd July in the church at 12pm. Parents and families are welcome
to attend. There will be a requirement to sign in on entry (preferably using the CheckIn Tas app) and to sit in a certain part
of the church.

TPSSA Winter Sport
The first round of TPSSA Winter Sport will be held this week. Star of the Sea will be entering a netball, soccer and hockey
team. We wish them well.

Winter Sport
The secondary students have been participating in weekly winter sports during this term. It’s been a great opportunity for
all of our students to go out each week and compete in different sports against students from a variety of schools. This
week our primary students get to join in on the fun. They will be competing in soccer, netball and hockey in Lilydale on Friday. The students are looking forward to the opportunity to showcase their skills against students from other schools. We
wish them all the best.

College Taster Days
Our Year 10s travelled to Launceston College yesterday and will go to Newstead College next Thursday for Taster Days as
they decide what subjects to do next year.

St Joseph’s Day Reflection
All are invited to spend a day together in reflection on St Joseph. How does his story and relationship with Jesus
harmonise, inspire, or challenge yours? The day will include four short sessions on topics drawn from Pope
Francis’ Apostolic Letter, Patris Corde, during the 150th anniversary year of the proclamation of St Joseph as
patron of the Universal Church. The day will involve some input, personal reflection, group discussion and
creative reflection. Facilitated by Belinda Chapman. To be held on Saturday 26th June from 10am to 3pm in the
Hall. Please bring a plate to share for lunch. For further enquiries please phone 0418 141 171.

Social Media
Last week we spoke with the Grade 5/6 Students about the appropriate use of social media and the implications that can
occur when it is used inappropriately. We discussed online bullying and the importance of letting adults know when you
feel uncomfortable about something that is happening online. We also discussed leaving our digital footprint. Students
were shocked to know that everything we say and do online never really goes away. Even a Snapchat can be
screenshotted.
It was interesting to know the number of students who had online accounts that were underage for those social platforms.
Social media is a place for people to interact online and age restrictions are designed to stop children from accessing these
types of platforms until their maturity allows them to. Parents play a vital part in ensuring our children are accessing the
appropriate materials and sites for their age. It’s important that parents regularly monitor their children’s online use and
interactions. We encourage all our families to look out for their children when they are online. At the end of the day, they
are still learning how to be responsible when interacting through social media.
The esafety website is a great resource to assist parents and children in the area of online safety. Below is the website that
you can visit. You can always contact the school if you have further questions about online safety.
https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents

Shout Out Term 2, Week 8, 2021
Sabian Hawes
Shiloh Leslie
William Power
Niklaus Quilty-Maguire
Jarod Fisher
Danica Sweet
Bradley Maney
Bradley Maney
Carlie Lowe
Jarod Fisher
Lindsie Barrett
Shekinah MacFarlane
Maliah Cunningham
Chantz Brown
Kirra-Lyla Harris
Oscar Smith
Lillian Hockey

Beautiful manners during assembly
Focusing during maths
Working well during maths
Great listening at assembly
Being respectful in assembly
Great hand writing
Asking great questions
Working on tasks even though the timetable was disrupted
Beautiful behaviour during assembly
Being focused and completing all his math work
Being a kind friend sharing
Working well during maths.
Great counting in maths
Listening in assembly
Great counting in maths
Helping younger students
Personal pose and control in assembly

PBS Focus is Safe: We are safe when we use the furniture in the classroom appropriately.
This weeks Shout Out winners are:
Matilda Trotter for working well during HASS - Choose a game for the class.
William Singline for great counting of numbers - Lunch with Mr Taylor.

Term 2 Calendar
Friday 25th June - TPSSA Winter Sport Round 1
Tuesday 29th June - Pyjama Day
Friday 2nd July - End of Term Assembly; Term 2 ends for students
Sunday 4th - Saturday 11th July - NAIDOC Week
Monday 19th July - Term 3 begins

Term 3
Monday 19th July - Term 3 begins
Wednesday 21st July - Year 8 Reflection Day
Friday 13th August - Staff Spirituality Day ( Student Free Day)
Monday 16th August - Holiday in lieu of Launceston Show Day
Tuesday 17th August - English Competition
Tuesday 24th August - Book Week Parade
Wednesday 25th August - Science Competition
Wednesday 1st September - 5/6 Black Box Virtual Tour
Thursday 2nd September - Maths Competition.— Father’s Day Breakfast
Thursday 16th and Friday 17th September - Country Gold
Thursday 23rd September - Girls Football Gala Day
Friday 24th September - Term 3 ends

NHSSA Wednesday & Thursday Sport Roster for this week.
Wednesday:

Soccer @ Brooks - Netball @ Hoblers - Hockey @ St Leonards

Thursday:

Soccer @ Birch Avenue - Netball @ Hoblers - Hockey @ St Leonards
Weather cancellations will be posted on Compass and our Facebook page

From the Student Leaders - Pyjama Day
On Tuesday 29th June both Primary and Secondary students will have the opportunity to
participate in

Pyjama Day.
Students can dress in appropriate pyjamas for the day and bring along a gold coin donation.
All funds raised will be donated to Vinnies CEO Winter Sleepout.
The idea of the Sleepout is for leaders in the community to experience aspects of homelessness by sleeping without
shelter, as well as raising funds for Vinnies to help their work with the homeless.
We encourage everyone to get involved for this great cause.

Prep/1 visit to Seahorse World & Platypus House Beauty Point

Year 5/6 excursion to Beaconsfield Gold Mine

