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Attentiveness, 

Hospitality 

and  

Compassion. 

 

Don’t let today’s  

disappointments cast 

a shadow on       

tomorrow’s dreams. 

 - Unknown 

The Olympics is pretty similar to life. 
Although I was a bit sceptical regarding whether or not the Olympics should go ahead, I will be honest 
in saying I am happy to sit down and watch them on the TV for hours upon end. 
 

Our Grade 5/6s presented a short presentation at assembly last Thursday about this year’s Olympics, 
letting us know that the youngest competitor is 12 years old and the oldest about 64. I reminded the 
students that, in 11 years time, Brisbane would be hosting the Olympic Games and by then our 
Kinders would be about 16 and our Grade 6s about 23, all of them well and truly old enough to        
compete. 
 

Of course one of the problems with events like the Olympics is that the way it is presented to us 
makes us feel that it is an unachievable goal for us. We see the result of years of training and people 
performing amazing athletic feats with the greatest of ease, and we get downhearted because we 
don’t believe we are capable of such things. 
 

But actually, the reality is we are. If we decide early enough in our lives that we really want to do 
something and are willing to commit to the training and hard work, we too could be competing against 
the best in the world. 
 

So what stops us? In some sports the simple answer is money. As much as we don’t like to admit it, 
the  Olympics is the home of the wealthy. For most sports, money is needed for training, for  travelling, 
for enormous amounts of food that needs to be eaten because enormous amounts of   energy is used 
up. The poor often don’t get a look in, unless they are sponsored by generous  benefactors or           
generous governments. When you look at the Olympic medal table, you basically see a list of the 
world’s richest countries. 
 

The other thing that can stop us is how we respond to disappointment in our lives. For some people, 
an early disappointment can lead to disengaging with the sport, while for others it can motivate them to 
do better next time. 
 

And of course the other thing that can stop us is a lack of support. If, in the times where we fail,       
support is lacking from family and friends, we are more likely to disengage. If support is there, we feel 
more motivated to give it another go. 
 

In this sense, the Olympics is pretty similar to life. There will be times when things go badly, and it is 
up to us and our support network to help us to try again. Even our children’s schoolwork is like this. 
Some students will use disappointment as motivation, others will start to disengage with the work. 
 

In the Star of the Sea Catholic community we are called 
upon to offer support to each other so that, when we have 
disappointments, we get back up and try again. Because in 
the end, we are not defined by our successes (as an     
American gymnast recently said), because God loves us 
anyway. We are defined by how willing we are to try, try 
again. 
 
Mr Richard Chapman 
Principal 

Star of the Sea Catholic College acknowledges the Leterremairener people as the traditional custodians                                                               

of the land  on which our school stands. 

From the Principal 
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Feast of Mary of the Cross Mackillop 
Sunday 8th August 
 
This week we celebrate the life of one of the most     
amazing women in Australian culture and history, Mary of 
the Cross Mackillop.  She is our first Australian saint and 
a model of Christian life. Mary had a strong trust in God, 
and this provided her with all she needed to respond with compassion and love to the plight of the poor. 
 
Mary was born in Fitzroy, Melbourne in 1942. She died on 8th of August in 1909. She was canonised on 
17th  October 2010. She always trusted in God’s providence, and this helped her to face the many         
difficulties and  challenges she encountered.  She always kept things in perspective, never gave up and 
always trusted that God will sort things out. One of her mottos was “Do what you can and leave the rest 
to God.” 
 
Mary also had a very practical spirituality. She did whatever was needed in the areas of education and 
welfare. She provided education for poor children in rural outback areas. She saw education as a means 
of ending the poverty cycle. She knew that once a young person acquired literacy and numeracy skills it 
would open opportunities for job security and life improvement. Mary was also inclusive. She opened 
Catholic schools but welcomed all children.  Her schools were not just for Catholic children. 
 
She also began the Order of the Sisters of St Joseph and set up many welfare facilities such as a    
Foundling Home in Melbourne in 1900. Mary was all about justice for all people, especially the poor and 
vulnerable.  

  

Mary Mackillop of the Cross continues to inspire people from all walks of life who want to make a       
difference to stand with the poor, speak out against injustice and unfair treatment. She is so relatable 
because she is one of us. She was down to earth, practical and a creative problem solver. These       
characteristics are very much a part of Australian Spirit today that moves us forward in our desires for a 
fair go and equal opportunities for all people. Her compassion makes her the perfect saint for all of us 

today. 
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Stars of the Week - 29th July 2021  

   Kinder Lachlan Smith  For doing wonderful five star listening. 

   Prep/1 Malakai Hyland  For having a go with his writing and for his amazing detailed illustrations. 

   Grade 1/2 Macey Crick  For her excellent attitude towards her learning. 

   Grade 3/4 Keegan Leslie  For hard work and focus in all areas.  Well done Keegan! 

   Grade 5/6A Maddison Hyland For her focus and determination during our Maths Unit on Angles.   

     Keep up the great work! 

   Grade 5/6B Isaiah Widdowson For stepping up and asking for assistance during all learning activities. 

     Great work! 

Religious Education and Faith Development 



SetUp for Success 
Our Early Learning program, SetUp for Success (simply known as SetUp) runs 
every Wednesday (School Terms)  from 9:00am to 10:30am in the Kinder room. 
Mrs Trudy Hoffman  runs the program, which is a free Early Learning program for 
children aged 0-5 and their families.     
We ask families not to attend SetUp if they or their children are ill.  
 

Our SetUp for Success Facebook page is now up and running.   
To receive posts from this page please use the following: 
  1. log into our Facebook page (Star of the Sea Catholic College) 
  2. find a recent SetUp post   
  3. click on the icon and it will take you straight to the SetUp page 
  4. once  there, like it  and you will then receive all Setup posts 
 

Covid 19 Restrictions 

We thank all of our families for the way they have followed the COVID-19 restrictions that have been placed upon 
schools. Every few weeks we will put a reminder of these restrictions in our newsletter, assuming there are no significant 
changes. Here is this week’s: 
● Students should not come to school if sick (especially with cold or flu symptoms), and parents and carers are 
 also asked not to come on to the property if sick. 
● If waiting for your child outside the buildings or dropping off your children, please maintain social distance from 
 others. Only stay as long as you need to in classrooms. 
● If attending Primary assembly, please check in and use hand sanitizer. We will space the chairs out. 
● Should you wish to contact your child’s teacher but are reluctant to come into the school, you can contact them 
 through phone or email. 
● If you have any questions, please contact the College office. 
● Please check in using the Check In Tas app if entering any buildings. 
 

2022 Enrolments 

We are now accepting enrolments for Kinder and Year 7 for 2022. If you would like your child to attend Star of the Sea 
in 2022, or know of someone who would like their child to attend, enrolment forms are available at our office and through 
our website (www.starsea.tas.edu.au). 
 

Welcome 
We welcome Zaide (Year 7) and his family to Star of the Sea. We hope they enjoy their time here. 
 

Staff Movements 
Mrs Briscoe will be taking some leave from Thursday and will return on 23rd August. 
 

Catholic Education Week 

Next week we celebrate Catholic Education Week. On the Wednesday, our Grade 5/6s will be joining with the other 
Catholic schools in the Launceston region for a mass. 
 

Reminder of Student Free Days 
Next Friday 13th August and the following Monday 16th August are both student-free days for Star of the Sea. Friday is 

our Staff Spirituality Day, and the following Monday is a holiday in lieu of Launceston Show Day holiday. The College 

office will be closed on both of these days. 

 

Book Week 
Book Week is fast approaching and, as per usual, we will have a dress-up day and parade. This will be held on        
Tuesday 24th August. Students from Kinder to Year 10 are welcome to dress up as their favourite book character. So 
get your thinking caps on! This year’s Book Week theme is Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds. 



MYP Corp Surveys 
Later this year our school will go through a Validation process. This is essentially a time when a panel of educators from 
outside the school collect data, have conversations with the school community, and report back to the school on how we 
are going and suggest areas of development. 
As part of this process, staff, students and parents and carers will be surveyed to gain feedback on how they think Star 
of the Sea is going. A note went out on Compass last term regarding this, and no doubt emails started appearing in    
parents’ and carers’ inboxes. Whilst the survey is not compulsory (you will have to UNSUBSCRIBE if you want to stop 
receiving the emails) it would be great if as many families as possible filled in the survey to give us a good idea as to 
how we are going and areas of improvement. 
 
 
 

Country Gold selections  
 
 

NHSSA Wednesday & Thursday Sport Roster for this week. 
Wednesday: Soccer @ Birch Avenue   -   Netball @ Hoblers Bridge  -   Hockey  @  St. Leonards 
 
Thursday:    Soccer @ QHS   -   Netball @ Hoblers Bridge    -  Hockey @St. Leonards 
 
 

Weather cancellations will be posted on Compass and our Facebook page 

Well done to these Grade 5/6 students 
who spent the day trying out for Country 
Gold selections in hockey, netball,      
football and soccer. 

 A big congratulations to Shiloh,  

Charlotte, Billy, Axle,  Isabelle, Luci 

and Lilli who were all selected to   

represent their sports in the Tamar 

teams at the Country Gold Carnival. 



 

Shout Out Term 3, Week 2 2021 

Elijah Bromley  Creating an amazing grandfather clock. 
Isabel Walker  Her creative art and craft work. 
Kirra-Lyla Harris  Great listening at assembly. 
Macey Crick  Always being polite to all adults at school.  
Hazel-Mae Provis  Always being polite to all adults at school. 
Hazel-Mae Provis  Excellent behaviour during assembly. 
Oscar Millen  Fantastic pattern work. 
Chad Jenkins  Being kind to his friends. 
Marli Leslie  Helping keep the class tidy. 
Demitrius Quilty-Maguire Excellent behaviour during assembly. 
Demitrius Quilty-Maguire Excellent participation in PE. 
Yueni Tan   Great maths work. 
Dante Saunders  Using good manners by saying please and thankyou. 
Carter Upston  Great counting skills. 
Lachlan Smith  Joining in with class activities 
Mia Syms  Fantastic number recognition. 
Indiana Cartwright Assisting with assembly pack up and classroom tidy. 
Evie King   Always being polite to all adults at school.  
Finley Upston  Excellent journal writing. 
Victor Hugo  Learning his numbers to 10. 
Maddi Sturzaker  Being helpful around the classroom. 
Bienvinido Bennett Listening well at mat times. 
Oliver Smith  Being very supportive during buddy time. 
Danica Sweet  Excellent journal writing. 
Maliah Cunningham Great maths work. 
Vanessa Linley  Great drawings. 
Rilee Brown  Great maths work. 
Leo Batte   Great maths work. 
Bronte Heppel   Great job with her journal writing. 
Finley Upston  Great job with his maths job. 
Enoch Daire  Great counting skills. 
Lucas Vincent  Keeping the home corner tidy. 
Dyson Bromley  Excellent journal writing. 
Darcie Power  Excellent journal writing. 
Jaxon Hillard  Working really well during PMP lessons. 
Isabelle Saunders Packing up the toys. 
Ryder Hawkins  Excellent sentence writing. 
Amelie Olivera  Tidying the home corner without being asked. 

 

PBS Focus: We are focused learners when we use an inside voice in the classroom. 

This weeks Shout Out winners are: 

Victor Hugo for following instructions quickly. 

 Lunch with Mr Taylor  
 

Isabelle Saunders for packing up the toys 

 $2 canteen voucher 

Term 3 
Friday 13th August - Staff Spirituality Day (Student Free Day) 
Monday 16th August - Holiday in lieu of Launceston Show Day 
Tuesday 17th August - English Competition 
Tuesday 24th August - Book Week Parade 
Wednesday 25th August - Science Competition 
Wednesday 1st September - 5/6 Black Box Virtual Tour 
Thursday 2nd September - Maths Competition. - Father’s Day Breakfast 
Thursday 16th and Friday 17th September - Country Gold 
Thursday 23rd September - Girls Football Gala Day 
Friday 24th September - Term 3 ends 




