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Attentiveness, 

Hospitality 

and  

Compassion. 

 

If you’re considering 

giving up on someone 

you probably already 

have.  

- Unknown 

Change in people can be very slow. 
When do we give up on people? When should we give up on people? At what point do we let go and 
say, “I’ve done all I can there. The rest is up to them.” Recently we saw the allied troops do just that in 
Afghanistan, the result being that two decades worth of work seemed to come undone within the 
space of a couple of weeks. 
 
Change in people can be very slow. Those who have worked in schools recognise this slow rate of 
change, and at times it can be very frustrating. Every school teacher would be able to tell you the story 
of someone who they have put a lot of work into with seemingly no success. 
 
The reality is, we can’t change people. People can only decide to change themselves. All we can do is 
make suggestions and provide guidance. The rest is up to them. And for people to change there 
needs to be a desire to change. Without this desire, without a clear purpose for change to occur, we 
are unlikely to want to undergo any change. 
 
But does that mean we give up on people - when that change is too slow for our liking? I remember 
when we were preparing for marriage my wife and I were given the advice to only marry if we         
accepted and loved our partner for who they were, and not to enter into marriage with the idea that we 
could change them once we were married. We had to love the person they were, not the person we 
hoped they would become. In this way we were not to expect change. 
 
But of course, once we were married we did change. Our life experiences and having children 
changed us, hopefully for the better. But we still had to love each other for the people we were at each 
moment in time. 
 
Similarly with our students, we need to show compassion and kindness for the people they are at that 
moment. They are young, still trying to work out their place in the world, still making lots of mistakes, 
still trying to fit in. If we are to give up on them then we are suggesting that we give up on people at the 
rate at which we would like them to develop, instead of letting them develop at their own rate. 
 
So should we ever give up on people? Well, maybe not give up, but we certainly should be prepared 
to create a distance between ourselves and some people. When people are hurting us or others, and 
they are showing no desire to change, we need to create distance. We can’t be close to people who 
are hurting us, because that prevents us from growing into the people who God wants us to be. 
 
The Star of the Sea Catholic community is made up of many   
people changing at many different rates. The rate of change 
should not lead us to decide to give up on people. Instead, all 
must be treated with kindness and compassion so that all of us 
can change into the people God desires us to be. 
 
 
Mr Richard Chapman 
Principal 
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of the land  on which our school stands. 
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International Day of Peace 
Make me a channel of your peace. 

Where there is hatred let me bring your love 

Where there is injury your pardon Lord 

And where there’s doubt true faith in you. (Prayer of St Francis) 
 

Each year International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21st September. The United Nations    

General Assembly declare this as a day to build peace by calling for 24 hours of non-violence and cease-fire. Our 

world certainly could do with the peace of Christ in the hearts of many of our global communities. We only need to 

look to Afghanistan and the level of suffering that is occurring there. 

 

This year’s theme is ‘Recovering Better for a Sustainable and Equitable World.’ As we all heal from the COVID 

pandemic ‘Peace Day’ inspires us to think collectively how we can help everyone recover better by building     

resilience and a world that is just and equitable. As we all put our arms out to be vaccinated, there are over 100 

poorer countries who have not received a single dose.  The pandemic has hit hard poor communities around the 

globe. These people have little access to health care and many of these people have experienced stigma and 

discrimination because of the pandemic. This has resulted in the loss of many lives. As one human family in 

Christ we are called to help our neighbours. 
 

As one human family we are also called to make peace with nature. Climate change is real and what we need is a 

green and sustainable global economy that builds jobs, reduces the effects of emissions, and allows our planet to 

heal. 

 

This year we are invited to join with the United Nations to 

focus on a more peaceful and equitable world. The UN 

invites us to celebrate peace by standing up against acts of 

hate online and offline and by spreading compassion,    

kindness, and hope to others as we continue to recover 

from this pandemic.  

 

 

Stars of the Week - 16th September 2021  

   Kinder Maddi Sturzaker   For her kindness towards all others. 

   Prep/1 Maliah Cunningham  For her improvement with her reading. 

   Grade 1/2 Savannah Grimsey-Gray For excellent reading and comprehension. 

   Grade 3/4 Elijah Parker   For great reading and comprehension work.  Well done! 

   Grade 5/6A Henry Lindfors   For demonstrating great leadership qualities in our assembly  

      preparation. 

   Grade 5/6B Grace Mahnken   For having a wonderful attitude towards improving her  
      mathematical knowledge and skills. 

Religious Education and Faith Development 

 

Heart  

Spirituality  

Attentiveness 

Hospitality 

Compassion 



SetUp for Success 
Our Early Learning program, SetUp for Success (simply known as SetUp) runs 
every Wednesday (School Terms)  from 9:00am to 10:30am in the Kinder room. 
Mrs Trudy Hoffman  runs the program, which is a free Early Learning program for 
children aged 0-5 and their families.      
We ask families not to attend SetUp if they or their children are ill.  
 

Our SetUp for Success Facebook page is now up and running.   
To receive posts from this page please use the following: 
  1. log into our Facebook page (Star of the Sea Catholic College) 
  2. find a recent SetUp post   
  3. click on the icon and it will take you straight to the SetUp page 
  4. once  there, like it  and you will then receive all Setup posts 
 

 

COVID Vaccinations 
The state Government has announced that bookings for COVID vaccinations are now open to 12 to 15 year olds. At this 
stage there are no plans to have vaccinations here at the College, so we would encourage parents and carers to book 
vaccinations by ringing the Tasmanian Public Health hotline (1800 671 738) or booking online. Bookings can be made at 
the George Town Medical Centre. 
 
 

2022 Enrolments 
We are now accepting enrolments for Kinder and Year 7 for 2022. If you would like your child to attend Star of the Sea 
in 2022, or know of someone who would like their child to attend, enrolment forms are available at our office and through 
our website (www.starsea.tas.edu.au). 
 
 

End of Term Assembly 
Parents and carers are welcome to our End of Term Assembly which will be held Friday 24th September at 11:45am in 
the Church. 
 
 

Uniform 
Students are now welcome to wear the summer uniform. Hats for the Primary students will be compulsory in Term 4. 
The Uniform Shop is open on Thursdays between 2pm and 4pm. 
 
 

Staff Movements 
Mr Domenic Brunacci, one half of our canteen’s “dream team,” will finish his time with Star of the Sea at the end of this 
term. We sincerely thank Mr Brunacci for all he has done this year in the canteen and uniform shop and we wish him 
well into the future. 
Mr Duncan will be on leave for the first two weeks of Term 4. 
 
 

Term 4 Calendar 
We have included a tentative Term 4 Calendar in this newsletter. As usual, dates are subject to change but we expect 
most of the dates given here will not shift. 
 
 

School Holidays 
Term 3 ends this Friday. Term 4 will begin on Monday 11th October. The College office will be closed over the school 
holidays. 
 



 
Confirmation and First Eucharist 
Last Sunday three of our students, Jennifer, Charlotte and Billy,   
received the sacraments of First Eucharist and Confirmation.   
 
We congratulate them on this special occasion. 
 
We also thank Mrs Davis for helping to prepare the students for the 
sacraments, and Mrs Armstrong for her help with catering on       
Sunday. 
 
 

 

 

Information for Parents 

A few weeks ago we mentioned in the newsletter that we would be conducting a behaviour survey with the secondary       
students. The purpose of this survey was to find out from the students if there are any behaviours that are affecting them 
personally or impacting their learning. The students felt that this was a great opportunity for them to anonymously have their 
voices heard. Mr Taylor has completed these surveys and has collated the data. The teachers will be given an opportunity to 
go through this data. 
 
The data collected told us that most of the students at Star of the Sea feel safe. It also showed they are noticing some low 
level behaviours, however feel that things like serious violence or threatening behaviours are very infrequent. Over half the 
students feel that they are, at times, being distracted in the classroom. Some students feel that the distractions are of their 
own actions while others feel that other students in their classroom are impacting their learning. Most students feel that they 
are able to approach an adult about problems or challenges that they are facing. However, there are still a few students who 
don’t feel this way. 
 
When we conduct surveys, it is important for us to reflect upon the results and ask ourselves some questions. Some of the 
questions that we as a school will now have to grapple with are: 
 

● How do we lower the number of students that are being distracted from their learning, whether it is their own doing 
or distraction by others? 

● How do we encourage students to call out negative behaviours that they notice, even when it doesn’t impact them 
directly? 

● How do we find out which students are struggling to talk about their problems and how do we support them to 
change their mindset? 

 
All of these questions will be discussed by the Leadership Team and wider staff in the coming weeks. This was a really good 
opportunity for us as a school to have the voice of our students heard. If you would like to discuss any of this further feel free 
to contact the office and make an appointment to meet up with Damien Taylor. 

 

You are invited  to our  

End of Term Assembly 

on Friday 24th September   

in the Church  

at 11:45am.  

Parents and families are welcome to attend.  



 
Shout Out - Term 3, Week 9, 2021 
Zoe Gillies  Excellent sound work. 
Brock Holden  Excellent sound work. 
Ryder Hawkins  Excellent handwriting. 
Danica Sweet  Always being a hard worker. 
Evie Evans  Excellent writing. 
Alby Hawkins  Wonderful work during Literacy. 
Oscar Millen  Awesome work at PMP. Very engaged. 
Lucas Vincent  Being a great listener during Drama. 
Amelie Olivera  Listening well in assembly. 
Sophia Giles  Excellent sound work. 
Thomas Singline  His Maths efforts. 
Brock Holden  His Maths efforts. 
Maddison McDonald Sharing your learning with others. 
Archie Parker  Always helping those in need. 

Shout Out winners are: 

Indiana Cartwright for helping to clean up 

after assembly.  Indiana has to choose a prize. 

Shekinah MacFarlane for reading quietly 

after lunch.  Shekinah has chosen lunch with 
Mr Taylor. 

Term 3 
Thursday 23rd September - Girls Football Gala Day 
Friday 24th September -       Term 3 ends 

PBS Focus: We are respectful when we wear the correct uniform at school. 

Term 4 

Monday 11th October -   Term 4 begins 

Tuesday 12th October -  Bell Bay Aluminium Tree Planting 

Wednesday 13th October -  Little Stars begins 

Tuesday 19th October -  Year 7 2022 Transition morning 

Monday 1st November -  Recreation Day Holiday 

Friday 5th November -    Athletics Carnival (TBC) 

Tuesday 9th November -  Year 7 2022 Orientation Day 

Wednesday 10th November - TPSSA Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 11th November -  Remembrance Day 

Friday 19th November -  Presentation Feast Day 

Thursday 9th December -  Last Day for Year 10s; Year 10 Presentation Evening 

Monday 13th December -  Year 10 Leaver’s Dinner  

Thursday 16th December -  Last day for students; End of Year Assembly 

Friday 17th December -   Last day for staff 

Daisy Lindfors 

Emma Thomas 

Well done! 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Another successful camp done and dusted for 2021. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Kathy Baker & 
Craig Duncan for their assistance on camp and also, most importantly our Year 10 group who should be           
commended. They are an absolute pleasure to work with and always represent the school with great distinction 
and pride.  


