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Attentiveness, 

Hospitality 

and  

Compassion. 

 

If I’m using drugs 

and alcohol, it 

means that I’ve  

given up on my   

fullest potential. - 

Macklemore 

Whether it be smoking marijuana or having a few beers every Saturday night, it has the same effect as 
the subcontractors not turning up on the building site. It stops the job from getting done. 
 

A couple of years ago our secondary area had a major redevelopment. During this time certain parts of 
buildings which were no longer required were knocked down and taken away. Other parts were  
strengthened. While all of the redevelopments were taking place, some areas of the school were not 
able to be used so we used other parts more heavily. And of course there were the delays due to rain or 
waiting for materials or subcontractors. But the work continued until it was finished, even if it was      
finished slightly later than first thought. 
 

Research tells us that, currently, all of our teenagers’ brains are also undergoing a massive               
redevelopment. This redevelopment is forming the adult brain. Just like our buildings, some parts within 
the brain are being removed, other parts are being strengthened. While this redevelopment of the brain 
is taking place, some parts of the brain are being used less and other parts are being relied on a bit 
more (which is one of the reasons some teenagers experience mood swings and why some undertake 
risky activities, and also why some think without speaking…). 
 

However, the big difference between our building redevelopments and our brain redevelopments is that 
there is a time when this redevelopment of the brain will stop, whether the job is complete or not. For 
most teenagers, the job will be completed and by their early to mid twenties they will have a fully       
developed adult brain. But there is one group of teenagers where they will never achieve this because of 
interruptions to the redevelopment. These interruptions are due to drugs and alcohol. 
 

When I was in secondary school we were always told not to get involved in drugs or alcohol, but the 
reasons given were more based around morals than they were science. Since then we have learnt a lot 
more about the brain, and we know that the use of drugs and alcohol during this time of brain             
redevelopment interrupts the process and can lead it to being incomplete. Whether it be smoking      
marijuana or having a few beers every Saturday night, it has the same effect as the subcontractors not 
turning up on the building site. It stops the job from getting done. 
 

Some of us may think back to our own teenage years and think, “I used to drink a bit on the weekend or 
at parties, and it didn’t hurt me!” Unfortunately we know now that it did, and it will hurt our teenagers 
today if they get involved. It may affect their memory, their ability to perform complex tasks compared to 
others, or their ability to make adult decisions in rational and calm ways. 
 

Our teenagers only get one chance to have their brains develop into a full adult brain, and it is           
happening right now. They don’t get another shot at it, nor will 
the brain continue to develop until it is finished. Each of our 
DNAs tell the brain when to stop developing, whether it is  
finished or not. As part of the Star of the Sea Catholic        
community we each have a responsibility to support our      
children to make good choices now so that they all may reach 
their full potential in the future. 
 

Mr Richard Chapman 
Principal 

Star of the Sea Catholic College acknowledges the Leterremairener people as the traditional custodians                                                               

of the land  on which our school stands. 
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2022 Enrolments 
2022 Enrolments 
We are now accepting enrolments for Kinder and Year 7 for 2022. If you would like your child to attend Star of the Sea 
in 2022, or know of someone who would like their child to attend, enrolment forms are available at our office and through 
our website (www.starsea.tas.edu.au). 
 

Year 7 Transition 
Our first transition morning for the Year 7s of 2022 will occur next Tuesday 14th September. On that morning we will 
welcome all of our 2022 Year 7s to Star of the Sea from across all schools. 
 

Confirmation and First Eucharist 
On Sunday 19th September will see three of our students (Jennifer, Charlotte and Billy) receive the sacraments of First 
Eucharist and Confirmation. This will take place in the church at 11am, with the Archbishop presiding. All are welcome 
to attend to support our students. It will be followed by a shared lunch in the Hall. Please bring a plate. 
 

Father’s Day Breakfast 
We thank everyone who supported our Father’s Day Breakfast last Thursday. We especially thank the parents and    
students who prepared the breakfast. Thanks go to Luke and Mrs Chapman, Emma and Mrs Thomas, Tilly and Mrs 
Provis, Mrs Munro, Ashleigh and Mrs Brown and Mrs Power. 
 

Presentation Charism Day 

This Thursday, 11 of our Grade 6s will join with students from St Finn Barr’s and Sacred Heart to explore and deepen 
their understanding of Nano Nagle and the Presentation Sisters. This will take place here at Star of the Sea with support 
from our student leaders. 
 

NHSSA Winter Sport 

This Wednesday and Thursday see the Grand Finals for the NHSSA Winter Sport competitions for our secondary     
students. We congratulate all of the students for their participation this year, and we thank all of our coaches and team 
managers - Mr Taylor, Alec Daniels, Mr Cook, Mr and Mrs Jacobs, Miss O’Toole, Mrs MacGillivray and Mr Edwards.     
A special thanks to Mr Cook for all of his organisation. 
We wish our teams who have made the Grand Finals all the best for this week. They are: 7/8 Hockey, 9/10 Soccer and 
2nds Netball. 
 

Covid Vaccinations 

Last week the State Government announced that bookings for COVID vaccinations were now open to 12 to 15 year 
olds. At this stage there are no plans to have vaccinations here at the College, so we would encourage parents and car-
ers to book vaccinations by ringing the Tasmanian Public Health hotline (1800 671 738) or booking online. After the 13th     
September bookings can be made at George Town Medical Centre.  
 

Year 10 Camp 

Next week our Year 10s will participate in their Year 10 Camp. In the past, this camp has been a trip to Melbourne, but 
for obvious reasons that won’t be happening this year. Instead the students will explore the West Coast before heading 
down to Hobart. 
 

Handweavers, Spinners and Dyers Guild 
The College would like to thank the Handweavers, Spinners and Dyers Guild of Tasmania (HWSD) for their generous 
donation of some copies of their book, "Textile Journeys," as a resource for both staff and students. We congratulate 
them on their 50th anniversary! 

NHSSA Wednesday & Thursday Sport Roster for this week. 
Wednesday:  Soccer - Prospect Park 
 

Thursday:           Hockey - St. Leonards  2nds Netball - Hobblers Bridge 
 

Weather cancellations will be posted on Compass and our Facebook page 



 

 

Shout Out - Term 3, Week 7, 2021 
Wyatt Parkes  Being a star in Drama. 
Alby Hawkins  The detail he always put into his art work. 
Dyson Bromley  Packing up quickly and quietly. 
Charlotte Judd  Packing up quickly and quietly. 
Yueni Tan  Being ready to learn quickly. 
Karol Gerges  Acting so well today. 
Miley MacFarlane  Such a great actress. 
Mia Barker  Being ready to learn quickly. 
Mia Barker  Packing up quickly and quietly. 
Tommy Smith  Great listening at assembly. 
Vanessa Linley  Packing up quickly and quietly. 
Bronte Heppel  Packing up quickly and quietly. 
Archie Parker  Knowing most of his sounds. 
Zoe Gillies  Best behaviour during assembly. 
Jarod Fisher  Being a wonderful buddy. 

 
 

This weeks Shout Out winners are: 

Lachlan Smith for joining in with class activities.  

 Outdoor game for the class. 
 

Rosemary Laughren for helping others in her class. 

 Game for the class 

 

Stars of the Week - 2nd September 2021  

   Kinder Oscar Millen  For his love of reading and joining in with discussions. 

   Prep/1 Danica Sweet  For becoming so clever at writing by herself. 

   Grade 1/2 Jackson Smith  For his excellent improvement in reading and handwriting. 

   Grade 3/4 Seth Sturzaker  For consistent effort in literacy tasks.  Well done, Seth. 

   Grade 5/6A Billy Power  For using his time in class to improve his own progress and  

     avoiding distractions. 

   Grade 5/6B Macklin Grimsey- For working towards overcoming his fear of public speaking!  Keep 

   Boersma. up the great work! 

PBS Focus: We are respectful when we follow directions given by staff without arguing. 

Lisa Kamel 

Areesha Imran 

Well done! 

Term 3 
Tuesday 14th September-Friday 17th September - Year 10 Camp 
Thursday 16th and Friday 17th September - Country Gold 
Wednesday 22nd September - Year 7 Immunisations 
Thursday 23rd September - Girls Football Gala Day 
Friday 24th September - Term 3 ends 



 

 

Congratulations to our NHSSA Sports teams for 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you to everyone who came along to our Father’s Day Breakfast last week, 

and a big thank you to the parents and students who helped to prepare it. 

 

7/8 Netball 9/10 Netball 7/8 Netball 

9/10 Soccer 7/8 Hockey 9/10 Hockey 

Lawn Bowls 


