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The capacity to 

learn is a gift; the 

ability to learn is a 

skill; the willing-

ness to learn is a 

choice. - Brain 

Herbert 

“Why do we have to learn this?” That question has been asked by generations of students. I’m sure 
many of the current parents and grandparents of students at our school have asked the question 
themselves about one thing or another when they were at school. 
 
Of course, there is no easy answer. Because what we learn at school is often not what the topic being 
taught is. Instead, it is what sits behind the topic that is really where the learning takes place. 
 
Why do we learn drama? Drama can teach us how to act and express emotions, but more importantly 
we learn drama to give us confidence. Drama gives us opportunities to speak in front of and            
communicate with other people, one of our more important life skills. 
 
Why do we learn maths? This is always a popular one, especially when it comes to algebra! And 
whilst it is true that there are certain topics in maths which some students will never use again, ask 
any builder or architect about Pythagorus, any small business owner about finance, or any painter 
about surface areas, and they’ll tell you why you should try your best in maths. 
 
Why do we learn German? This one is close to my heart. What are the chances of any of our students 
needing German in later life? Pretty slim. However for some, now that they know a little, it might      
inspire them to travel there. But for everyone else, we learn a language so we know how to learn a 
language. As soon as we step out of Australia there’s a fair chance we will need to know some other 
language. And should we decide to work with our First Nations communities in Australia, we will also 
need to know another language. Languages open up the world to us, and if we don't give our students 
the opportunity to learn one, we are closing up the world. 
 
Why do we learn Religion? If I had a dollar for every time I heard this one I would have retired to     
Hawaii. But it is tricky to provide an answer to teenagers with little connection to a religion in the first 
place. Knowing about what people believe certainly does open up the world to us and helps us to    
understand others. Along with this, Religion is one of the few subjects that challenges us to be       
compassionate people. It is one of the few times that students are asked to think about something 
greater than themselves. It is one of the few opportunities where students can have their morals and 
ethics challenged, adapted and improved. A Catholic school which didn’t give students the opportunity 
to do this is probably not much of a school at all. 
 
I’ve chosen four subjects here, but I could have gone through 
the entire curriculum. In our Star of the Sea Catholic            
community, all learning is important, and all learning has a 
place and a reason for it to be there. If we had more hours in 
the school day, we would learn a lot more! But learning isn’t 
always about what’s on the surface, and as parents and carers 
we should always look for opportunities to encourage our chil-
dren in their learning and challenge them every time they ask 
the question, “Why do we have to learn this?” 
 
Mr Richard Chapman, Principal 
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.World Refugee Day 

Together we heal, learn and shine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jesus began his human life as a refugee. Not long after his birth, Joseph was told to take the child and 
his mother and flee by night to Egypt and remain there until the death of Herod. Jesus and his family    
certainly fitted the       definition of refugee. According to the United Nations refugee Agency: ‘A refugee is 
someone who has been forced to flee his or her country because of fear of persecution, war, or violence. 
 
It is estimated that there are currently 84 million refugees throughout the world. Since March 2022, over 
four million Ukrainians have joined this life of uncertainty, danger, and hopelessness as they escape the 
horrors of war within their nation. To remind us of this major global concern, the United Nations           
established an annual World Refugee Day on 20th June 2001. 
 
On this special day we honour all refugees around the globe and celebrate the strength and courage of 
people who have been forced to flee their homes to escape conflict or persecution. It is an opportunity to 
develop empathy and understanding for their plight. 
 
This year the theme for Refuge Day is healing. Healing can take place through sharing stories, through 
community and the through the reminder that we are interconnected. As Christians we ask God to heal 
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Stars of the Week - 9th June 2022 

Kinder  Elsie Sherriff  For her wonderful general knowledge. 

Prep  Marli Leslie  For her beautiful, neat handwriting and colourful artwork. 

Grade 1  Leo Batte  For his excellent understanding of mathematical concepts. 

Grade 2  Huntar Carnie  For staying focused and working hard during maths. 

Grade 3/4 Daniel McConnell For always completing work to the best of his ability.   

     Well done, Daniel. 

Grade 5/6 Chase Tunks  For always contributing to classroom discussions.  Thank  

     you for your dedication to learning. 



Literate Learners for Life 

Tasmanian Catholic Education introduced a new literacy strategy in 2022 in order to improve the literacy outcomes of all 

students in Catholic schools. It is called Literate Learners for Life. 

It is based on the Science of Reading and heavily uses the program produced by the organisation called MultiLit. 
 

Grade 1 students participate in InitiaLit-1. Mrs Louise Sikkens is trained in this and it involves providing an explicit and 
effective model for teaching reading, spelling and related skills to children in their second year of school. This program 

consists of 131 lesson plans preferably taught four days a week, implemented over four terms. 

 

Already we have seen massive growth in the literacy skills of our Grade 1s. We congratulate them and Mrs Sikkens on 

their hard work and we look forward to seeing more growth as the year progresses. 

 



Staff Movements 
During Term 3 Brent Wilson, Principal of Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, Launceston will be undertaking a period of 
renewal and long service leave. Star of the Sea is involved in the flow-on effect of this, leading to the following: 
 

St Finn Barr’s Catholic School, Invermay - Deputy Principal for Term 3, 2022 
Mr Taylor has been appointed to the role of Deputy Principal.  Mr Taylor will take up this appointment from 11th July 2022 
(first day of holidays). 
 

Star of the Sea Catholic College, George Town - Deputy Principal for Term 3, 2022. 
Mr Paul Mannion has been appointed to the role of Deputy Principal.  Mr Mannion will take up this appointment from the 11th 
July 2022. 
Mr Mannion is currently Deputy Principal for Our Lady of Mercy Catholic School, Deloraine. He has held this position from the 
start of 2022, and was Acting Deputy Principal at the school in 2021. Paul is an experienced educator within Catholic Educa-
tion Tasmania including: Teacher Development Coordinator: St Patrick’s College, Prospect (2019-2020) and Head of Music/
Department Coordinator: St Patrick’s College, Prospect (2002-2010). 
Paul’s qualifications include a Bachelor of Education (University of Tasmania), Graduate Certificate in Religious Education 
(Australian Catholic University) and Master of Leadership and Theology (Broken Bay Institute). 
 

We look forward to welcoming Mr Mannion to our staff in Term 3, and wish Mr Taylor all the best for his acting role. 
 

Fire Drill 
Tomorrow our school will have a fire drill to test our preparedness in the event of a fire. The Tasmanian Fire Service will be in 
attendance to see how we go and offer suggestions if need be. 
 

In Our Prayers 
Please keep in your prayers Fr Edward Zammit, the former Parish Priest of George Town, who will soon be flying back home 
to Malta to see family and to be with the Franciscan Order with whom he trained to be a priest. 
 

Nano Nagle Charism Day 
This Friday we will be welcoming Grade 6s from St Finn Barr’s and Sacred Heart Primary schools. They will be joining our 
Grade 6s to explore the life and charism of Nano Nagle. 
 

Real Talk 
Next Tuesday our secondary students will once again be visited by Real Talk. This is an annual event, with Real Talk         
presenting on the topics of personal identity, good decision-making, love and relationships. The students responded very 
positively to their visit last year, and we are sure they will do the same this year. 
 

Enrolments 2023 
We are now accepting enrolments for Year 7 and Kinder for 2023. If you would like your child to attend Star of the Sea, or 
know someone who does, simply pop into the office for an enrolment form or download one from our website 
(www.starsea.tas.edu.au). We hope to have enrolments finalised by the end of Term 3. 
 

COVID 
We hope that as the term progresses we will be able to move into more and more “normality” across the school. In the    
meantime, it is good to remember: 

● Students should not attend school if they are sick, especially if they have cold and flu symptoms. 
● Masks need to be worn indoors at school by secondary students and adults. Whilst we supply masks, we would 

encourage students to bring their own. If students are constantly requesting masks due to them breaking them     
regularly, the school may have to make contact with home to discuss the issue and possible alternatives. 

● Close contacts are welcome to attend school assuming they do a RAT every day. RATs are available at the College 
office. 

● Please inform the College office if your child is a close contact or is away from school due to testing positive to 
COVID. 

SetUp for Success 

SetUp is back! SetUp for Success is our early  learning program that is held every  
Wednesday morning during term time in the Kinder room, from 9am to10:30am. It is 
run by our Kinder teacher, Mrs Trudy Hoffman. 
SetUp is aimed at children aged 0 to 5 years, and it is a welcoming environment 
where parents and carers learn with their children. 
Please remember that adults need to wear masks, and please don’t attend if you or 
your child are sick. 



Shout Out Term 2, Week 6, 2022 

Rilee Brown  Being respectful during assembly 
Mia Barker  Being respectful during assembly 
Yueni Tan  Excellent violin playing 
Bradley Maney   Showing consideration to his peers 
Zoe Provis  Being kind to her friends 
William Singline  Excellent reading 
Alby Hawkins  Excellent reading 
Wyatt Parkes  Excellent reading 

PBS Focus is Respect 

We are respectful when we speak kindly to each other. 

 

This weeks Shout Out winners are: 

Malakai Hyland for wonderful work concentration - $2 canteen voucher. 

Toby Jones for having a great attitude to your learning - will choose next week. 

Harry Clark & Hunter Paine 



School Photo Day -  Tuesday June 28 
School photos will be held on Tuesday 28th  June.  As the same as last year, ordering and payment are now online.  
Below are the instructions on ordering and Access Key Code will be sent home to parents via Compass. 
Once ordered, parents will receive an email confirming their order, so all orders and payments are traceable. 
 

ALL orders must be in by 4:30pm Monday, 27th June.  
 

Family Orders will not be allowed after the above time.  
This enables us to produce a family report for you in the morning so you will know which families need photos. 
 

If parents cannot order online, they can ask a friend or family. 
 

For our photographers’ safety please do not send your child to school for a photo if sick.  The photographer can 

refuse to photograph a sick child.  

To be sent via Compass to Parents  

Year 7, 8, 9 & 10 Winter Sport 

Upcoming Games:  Wednesday 15th June  

Year 10 Soccer  Star v Cressy District HS@ NTCA 

Year 10 Netball  Star v Deloraine HS @ Hoblers Bridge 

Year 10 Hockey  Star v Deloraine HS @ St. Leonards 

 

Results from Wednesday 9th June 

Year 10 Soccer  Star 3 - St. Mary’s 2 

Year 10 Netball  Star 10 - St. Mary’s 22 

Year 10 Hockey  Bye 

 

Upcoming Games:  Thursday 16th June 

Year 7/8 Soccer    Star v Queechy @ NTCA 1 

Year 7/8 Netball    Star v Queechy @ Hoblers Bridge 

Results from Thursday 10th June 

Year 7/8 Soccer  Star 1 - Newstead CS 5 

Year 7/8 Netball Star 17 - Prospect HS 6 

Term 2 - 2022  

Friday 17th June Nano Nagle Charism Day (Year  6) 

Friday 24th June Kindness Day 

Tuesday 28th June School Photo Day 

Friday 1st July TPSSA Winter Sport Round 1 (TBC) 

Sunday 3rd - Sunday 10th July NAIDOC Week 

Monday 4th - Friday 8th July Year 10 Work Experience 

Friday 8th July End of Term Assembly; Term 2 ends for students 


