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At last week’s Grandparent’s Day prayer I was invited to speak, so I started off by asking the students 
to raise their hands if their grandparents smelt. There were a few smiles, and a few hands went up 
tentatively while children looked around to see if their grandparents were in the audience so as not to 
offend them. 
 
But I went on to explain that my grandparents smelt, but that didn’t mean they were smelly. What I 
meant was they had distinctive smells about either them or their house which were different, and 
when I smell those smells now it takes me back to times and places when they were still alive. 
 
In my case, the smell of roast lamb and potatoes and a particular type of gravy brings me back to my 
father’s parents, as my grandma always served the same thing when we went around to her place for 
dinner. 
 
On my mother’s side, it’s the smell of the tobacco that my grandpa would put in his pipe, the smell of 
an open fire (with no fire guard, just a fire roaring away in the lounge room fireplace) and the smell of 
farms that transport me back to eastern Victoria and visits to my mother’s parents. 
 
Other people may have other smells that remind them of their grandparents. For some it might be a 
type of aftershave or soap, for others it’s the cleaning products that are used in the home, while for 
others still it might be certain types of food cooking in the kitchen. 
 
Whatever the smells, they usually bring a certain type of comfort. For many people their              
grandparents' homes are places they feel safe and comfortable. Grandparents often are able to fill the 
role of loving their grandchildren unconditionally, as having experienced raising their own children 
they know how difficult relationships can sometimes be. For some students, it is their grandparents 
who fill the role of the parent for various reasons. 
 
Because of this it is important that we have events like Grandparent’s Day so that we can express our 
gratitude to our grandparents, so we can say thank you. It is important we take opportunities to say 
thank you, not just for the sake of our grandparents but for our own sake. Like anything else in life, 
gratitude needs to be practised and we need to be made aware of opportunities to say thank you. 
 
In our Star of the Sea Catholic community we need 
to continuously look for opportunities to teach our 
students to recognise the need for gratitude, and 
opportunities to express it. If we are to live the life 
God calls us to live, we need to give thanks, to the 
people who bring us comfort, and to God who wants 
us to be fully human and fully alive. 
 
 
Richard Chapman 
Principal 



 

We begin this week with the feast of All 

Saints’ Day. This is an important day in 

our calendar because it gives us an            

opportunity to give thanks to God for all 

those people who have brought God’s 

love to others in their faith and service. 

Saints are examples of Christian living, 

and they inspire us to make a difference in 

the world. 

 

Saints are ordinary people just like us! 

They are people of humility and kindness. 

None of them would have set out to be 

called saints, they were just people who loved God and knew how to love and serve 

their neighbour. 

 

God has this immense love for all of us and these saints, knew how much love God 

has for each of us and opened themselves to God ‘s love. When we open ourselves 

to receive God’s love, we are transformed, and we want to share this love. It is then 

that we make a difference in our world. 

 

Pope Francis reminds us, ‘Holiness does not mean doing extraordinary things, but 

doing ordinary things with love and faith.’ This is who Nano Nagle was, and as we 

move closer to celebrating Presentation Feast Day, like Nano, let’s always meet 

others with a smile and make a difference in the lived of those around us. 

 

Peace and blessings to all in our Star community! 

Religious Education and Faith Development 
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Term 4   

Monday 7th November Recreation Day Holiday 

Thursday 10th November 3-10 Athletics 1/2 Day @ 
Star 

Friday 11th November 3-10 Athletics Full Day @ 
Windsor Park 
 

Remembrance Day 

Wednesday 16th November TPSSA Swimming Carnival 

Thursday 17th November NHSSA Athletics 

Friday 25th November Presentation Feast Day 

Monday 28th November Year 10 Exam week begins 

Tuesday 29th November 

Till Thursday 1st December 

Grade 5/6 Camp 

Thursday 8th December Last day for Year 10 

Year 10 Presentation evening 

Friday 9th December George Town Christmas Parade 

Monday 12th December Year 10 Leavers Dinner 

Tuesday 13th December Secondary Big Day Out 

Thursday 15th December Last day for students 

End of Year Assembly 

Friday 16th December Last day for staff 



Grandparent’s Day 
Thank you to all of the grandparents who attended our Grandparent’s Day prayer and afternoon tea last Thursday. It was 
a great opportunity for us to recognise the special role grandparents play in our student’s lives. 
 

 



Congratulations Mr Taylor 
We congratulate Mr Taylor who, in 2023, will be Acting Principal of St Finn Barr’s Catholic Primary School. We know he 
will do a great job in the role. 
The Deputy Principal of Star of the Sea for 2023 is yet to be decided. We will keep the community informed of any       
developments. 
 

Jersey Boys Excursion 
Oh what a night! Last Thursday 13 secondary students travelled to Launceston with 
Mrs Tame and Mr Chapman for “dinner and a show.” They went to the Star Bar for din-
ner and then went and saw Jersey Boys at the Princess Theatre. It was a great night 
with our students setting a fine example. A thank you to Mr Mannion (in his absence) 
who organised the tickets for us last term. 
 

Staff Movements 
Mr Taylor is on leave all this week. 
Mrs Briscoe is on leave Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
Mrs Stewart is on leave on Friday. 
Mr Duncan will return from leave next week. We thank Mr Peters for taking Mr Duncan’s classes over the past few weeks 
which has allowed for a smooth transition for the students. 
 

Relief Utility Officer and WHS/Facilities Role 
The College is looking for a person/people who might be able to fill the role of Relief Utility Officer and/or WHS/Facilities 
support. 

● The Relief Utility Officer role is the role of filling in for our Utility officers (maintenance and gardening) when 
they are away for an extended period on leave (e.g. 2-3 weeks). This role requires someone who is physically fit 
and has the ability to help maintain the grounds and buildings. 

● The WHS/Facilities role is the equivalent of 1 day per week and requires the person to ensure the school is      
up-to-date with its WHS requirements, as well as providing support with facilities by engaging contractors,        
liaising with Catholic Education Tasmania, etc. 

● Both roles require a WWVP card, or the ability to get one. 
If you are interested in either or both of these roles, please contact the College office. 
 

 

Recreation Day Holiday 
Next Monday 7th November is the Recreation Day public holiday and, as such, Star of the Sea will be closed for the day. 
 

Star of the Sea Athletics Carnival 
The date for the Athletics Carnival (Grades 3-10) has been set for next Thursday 10th November (at school) and Friday 
11th November (at Windsor Park). More information will follow in the coming week. 
 
 

Uniform Committee Members Wanted 
The College would like to take the opportunity to form a Uniform Committee for a short time to discuss the College       
uniform. We would hope the committee is made up of staff, students and parents/carers. We would expect the committee 
to meet at least once this year and then 2-3 times in the first half of next year. 
The main points of discussion, and possible action, for the committee are: 

1. Currently, students in Primary only wear PE uniform on PE days. Should the PE uniform be the only uniform for 
younger students (for example - up to Grade 2) or should we continue with current practice? 

2. Does the current uniform, especially the girls uniform, allow for the full participation in school, or is it preventing 
girls from being more active? 

The role of the committee is to discuss these issues, seek feedback from the broader school community (staff, students 
and parents) and make recommendations to the Principal. If there are any changes to the uniform they would be             
introduced in a manner to provide the least amount of inconvenience to students and families. 
If you would like to be on the Uniform Committee, please contact the College office by tomorrow Wednesday 2nd          
November, providing your name, contact number and times of the day or days of the week you would be able to meet. 
 

 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Keegan Leslie and Bradley Maney for being selected to compete at the State Athletics Carnival on 
Wednesday 2nd November.    We wish them luck! 



Shout Outs Term 4 Week 2 

Vanessa Linley  For excellent reading 
Marli Leslie  For being a kind friend and helping others 
Brooke Baillie  For beautiful science work 
Malakai Hyland  For excellent sound work 
Darcie Power  For listening quickly and respectfully 
Wyatt Parkes  For sitting when finished lunch and first sitting ready for Art 
Sophia Giles  For her great reading and improvement 
Hazel-Mae Provis For picking up paper and not complaining 
Vanessa Linley  For excellent science work 
Leo Batte  For excellent reading 
Zoe Gillies  For including others in her games 

Lucinda Hockey & Samara Davenport 

SetUp for Success 

SetUp for Success is our early  learning program that is held every  Wednesday   morn-

ing during term time in the Kinder room, from 9am to10:30am. It is run by our Kinder 

teacher, Mrs Trudy Hoffman. 

SetUp is aimed at children aged 0 to 5 years, and it is a welcoming environment where 

parents and carers learn with their children. 

Trivia night: 
 

The Year 10 leaders are holding a fun-filled night of trivia on the 18th of November  
@ 6.00pm in the College Gym. 

 

On the night there will be a series of general trivia including sport,  science,   entertainment 
and loads more.  
 

Families that want to attend must RSVP to                                 
keegan.jacobs@cathstu.tas.edu.au by the 11th November.  
 
The entry price will be $10 a head (with tables of  max 8 ) and 
as you enter you will automatically go into a lucky door prize  
 
On the night there will be pizza available. Please state in your 
RSVP any  allergens you have. The Pizzas available are Hawaiian, Meatlovers, and Ham and 
Cheese.  
Pizzas will cost $7 and garlic bread will be $4. There will also be drinks available to pur-

chase and some free snacky foods throughout the night.  
 
All funds will go towards raising money for a half-court basketball court in 
the secondary campus  

We look forward to seeing you there!!! 



 

Over the last 6 to 7 weeks, including the holidays, the STAR Lego League team has 

been busy investigating and reimagining the future of sustainable energy and pow-

er ideas. On Saturday, the team competed against other schools in Northern Tas-

mania. The competition comprised programming a Lego robot to complete miss-

ing, presenting a solution pathway to help  reduce the consumption of non-

renewable resources and presenting   themselves with gracious professionalism. 

The team was given an Engineering Excellence award 

This award celebrates a team that made significant progress in their confidence 

and capability in both the Robot Game and Innovation Project and are a shining 

example of excellent Core Values. They demonstrate that they understand that 

what they discover is more important than what they win 

The Core Values that Lego league expresses are the FIRST philosophies of Gracious 

Professionalism® and Coopertition® through our Core Values. 

 

Core Values. 

 Discovery. We explore new skills & ideas. Innovation.  

 Impact. We apply what we learn to improve our world. 

 Teamwork. We are stronger when we work together.  

 Fun. We enjoy and celebrate what we do! 

 Inclusion. We respect each other and embrace our 

                differences. 

 Innovation. We use creativity and persistence to solve    

                 problems. 

 

The school has recently purchased three Spike Essential Lego kits.  During Term 4, the Preps to Year 4 will be learning how to 

code using coding blocks.  Here are some photos of students investigating the new kits.  

 


